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WHY STAKES ARE HIGH
FOR PUTIN 
n The summit is seen as Russia back 
at the top table of global politics. 

n Choice of Alaska allows him to get 
there without flying over "hostile" 
nations. 

n Its distance from Ukraine and 
Europe symbolises sidelining of Kyiv 
and EU 

n Fact that Tsarist 
Russia sold Alaska 
to America in the 
19th Century 
bolsters bid to 
change borders by 
force and keep 
the captured 
Ukrainian land

FOR TRUMP 
n His pride. Had promised during the 
2024 campaign to end the war on his 
first day in office. 

n Desire for a Nobel Peace prize. He 
has claimed credit for ending multiple 
conflicts and Ukraine will be jewel in 
the crown. 

n He has been inconsistent about 
Putin. Has be firm for a 

truce breakthrough. 

n Zelenskyy has 
opposed his 'land 
swapping' idea. Has 
to put pressure on 

him if Putin 
sticks to the 

demand.

AP 
LONDON 

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer welcomed Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Ze-
lenskyy to London on 
Thursday, a day before a criti-
cal US-Russia summit in 
Alaska. 

The two embraced warmly 
outside Starmer's offices at 10 
Downing Street, without 
making any comments. Ze-

lenskyy's trip to the British 
capital comes a day after he 
took part in virtual meetings 
from Berlin with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump and the 
leaders of several European 
countries. 

 Those leaders said Trump 
had assured them he would 
make a priority of trying to 
achieve a ceasefire in Ukraine 
when he meets with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin on 
Friday in Anchorage.

UKRAINE WAR | Day after President Trump warns of ‘consequences’ if there’s no 
ceasefire breakthrough, Moscow proposes  nuclear arms deal with Washington

Putin hails ‘sincere’ US 
ahead of Alaska meet
Agencies 
MOSCOW 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Thursday praised 
"sincere efforts" by the US to 
end the war in Ukraine and 
floated the prospect of a nu-
clear arms deal ahead of a 
summit with President Donald 
Trump. 

The US was "making, in my 
opinion, quite energetic and 
sincere efforts to stop the hos-
tilities, stop the crisis and 
reach agreements that are of 
interest to all parties involved 
in this conflict," Putin told his 
most senior ministers and se-
curity officials as he prepared 
for the meeting with Trump in 

Anchorage, Alaska on Friday. 
This was happening, Putin 

said, "in order to create long-
term conditions for peace be-
tween our countries, and in 
Europe, and in the world as a 
whole - if, by the next stages, 
we reach agreements in the 
area of control over strategic 
offensive weapons." 

It came a day after Trump 
warned Russia of “severe con-
sequences” if Putin does not 
agree to halt his war on 
Ukraine. “There’s a very good 
chance that we’re going to have 
a second meeting, which will 
be more productive than the 
first,” Trump said. 

“Now, there may be no sec-
ond meeting… if I didn’t get the 

answers that we have to have, 
then we’re not going to have a 
second meeting,” Trump said. 

Asked if he believed he 
could convince Putin to stop 
targeting civilians, Trump re-
plied “no” and reiterated his 
frustration with the Russian 
leader. 

The warning came after a 
virtual conference between 
Trump, Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and 
European leaders. Trump de-
scribed the talks as “very 
friendly” and said he would 
press Putin for a ceasefire. 
European leaders later con-
firmed Trump’s commitment. 

Zelenskyy meets UK’s Starmer

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said on Thurs-
day that Kyiv had so far 
secured $1.5 billion from its 
European allies to purchase 
US weapons as part of a mech-
anism that he said "truly 
strengthens our defence." "As 
of today, we already have $1.5 

billion pledged. Through the 
NATO Prioritised Ukraine 
Requirements List initiative, 
NATO members can cooper-
ate to purchase US-made 
weapons for Ukraine – a 
mechanism that truly 
strengthens our defence," he 
wrote on X.

Ukraine secures $1.5 bn from 
European allies for US arms

Agencies 
KUWAIT 

Kuwait's health ministry 
said 63 people had suffered 
methanol poisoning from 
contaminated alcoholic 
drinks in the five days to 
Wednesday, resulting in 13 
deaths and 21 cases of 
blindness or impaired vi-
sion. 

The ministry said in a 
statement on X late on 
Wednesday that all those 
affected were of Asian na-
tionalities, adding that 51 
required urgent kidney 
dialysis and 31 needed 
mechanical ventilation. 

Kuwait bans the import 
or domestic production of 

alcoholic beverages, but 
some is manufactured in 
the country illegally in se-
cret locations that lack any 
oversight or safety stan-
dards, exposing consumers 
to the risk of poisoning. 

The Embassy of India in 
Kuwait, which has the lar-
gest expatriate community 
in the country, said around 
40 Indian nationals in Ku-
wait have been hospitalized 
in the last few days, without 
specifying the cause. 

"There have been some 
fatalities, some are in a 
critical condition while 
others are recovering," it 
added in a statement on X, 
noting that it is seeking 
further details.

TOXIC ALCOHOL KILLS 13 IN 
KUWAIT, 21 LOSE EYESIGHT

PTI 
ISLAMABAD 

Pakistan has amended its anti-
terrorism law to augment the 
powers of security agencies and 
the armed forces to detain "suspi-
cious" individuals for up to three 
months. 

The National Assembly on 
Wednesday passed an amend-

ment to the Anti-Terrorism Act 
(ATA), 1997, to change Section 11 
EEEE (preventive detention for 
inquiry). 

This power was initially pro-
vided by an amendment in 2014 
to conduct preventive detention 
of individuals suspected of in-
volvement in terrorism-related 
activities, but the amendment 
was subject to a sunset clause and 

expired after two years in 2016. 
In Nov 2024, the government 

quietly introduced the bill in the 
National Assembly when Minister 
of State for Interior and Narcotics 
Control Tallal Chaudhry moved 
it, seeking to grant military and 
civil armed forces the authority 
to keep individuals facing terror-
ism charges in 'preventive' deten-
tion for up to three months. 

ANTI-TERROR LAW GETS STRICTER

Israel approves settlement plan aimed 
at ‘burying’ idea of a Palestinian state
AP 
MAALE ADUMIM (WEST BANK) 

Israel's far-right finance min-
ister announced approval of 
contentious new settlement 
construction in the Israeli-oc-
cupied West Bank on Thurs-
day, which Palestinians and 
rights groups worry will 
scuttle plans for a future Pa-
lestinian state by effectively 
cutting the West Bank into 
two separate parts. 

The announcement comes 
as many countries, including 
Australia, Britain, France and 
Canada said they would rec-
ognise a Palestinian state in 
September. 

"This reality finally buries 
the idea of a Palestinian state, 
because there is nothing to 
recognise and no one to rec-
ognise," said Finance Minister 
Bezalel Smotrich during a cer-
emony on Thursday. 

"Anyone in the world who 
tries today to recognise a Pa-
lestinian state - will receive an 

answer from us on the 
ground," he said. Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu did 
not publicly comment on the 
plan on Thursday, but he has 
touted it in the past. 

Development in E1, an open 
tract of land east of Jerusalem, 
has been under consideration 
for more than two decades, 
but was frozen due to US 
pressure during previous ad-
ministrations. 

On Thursday, Smotrich 

praised President Donald 
Trump and US ambassador to 
Israel Mike Huckabee as "true 
friends of Israel as we have 
never had before". 

The E1 plan is expected to 
receive final approval on Au-
gust 20, capping off 20 years of 
bureaucratic wrangling. The 
planning committee on Au-
gust 6 rejected all of the peti-
tions to stop the construction 
filed by rights groups and ac-
tivists. 

Displaced Palestinians gather to collect water from a 
truck in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, on Wednesday

Pak officials 
feted for India  
conflict role
PTI 
ISLAMABAD 

On the occasion of its Independence Day, 
Pakistan on Thursday awarded dozens of 
civilian and military officials, including 
ministers and services chiefs, for their role 
in the four-day conflict with India. Army 
chief Asim Munir was awarded Hilal-e-
Jurat, while Nishan-e-Imtiaz was conferred 
upon Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee Gen Sahir Shamshad Mirza. The 
other awardees included Air chief Zaheer 
Ahmad Babar Sidhu, Naval chief Admiral 
Naveed Ashraf, deputy PM Ishaq Dar, De-
fence Minister Khawaja Asif and fighter pi-
lots of Pakistan for their role during the 
aerial combat.  

Members of the Prime Minister's diplo-
matic mission were also awarded Hilal-e-
Imtiaz. As per the army, 488 personnel 
from the Pakistan Army, Pakistan Air Force 
and Pakistan Navy were awarded. It said 
that eight Sitara-i-Jurat, five Tamgha-i-
Jurat, 24 Sitara-i-Basalat, 45 Tamgha-i-Ba-
salat, 146 Imtiazi Asnad, 259 COAS 
Commendation Cards and one Tamgha-i-
Imtiaz (Military) were conferred. The gov-
ernment also conferred Sitara-i-Basalat on 
the ISI chief Lt Gen Muhammad Asim 
Malik, who is also the National Security Ad-
visor, and on Lt Gen Ahmed Sharif 
Chaudhry, the army spokesperson. 

MELANIA WARNS BIDEN’S SON OF 
LAWSUIT OVER EPSTEIN CLAIMS  
Washington: First lady Melania Trump demanded that Hunter 
Biden retract comments linking her to sex trafficker Jeffrey Ep-
stein and threatened to sue if he does not. Trump takes issue with 
two comments Biden, son of former President Joe Biden, made 
in an interview this month with British journalist Andrew Cal-
laghan. He alleged that Epstein introduced the first lady to now-
President Donald Trump. 



³fBÊ dQ»»feÜ Àfb´fie¸f IYûMXÊ ³fZ
AfUfSXf IbYØfûÔ IZY ¸fbïZ ´fSX ¦fb÷YUfSX

IYû Àfb³fUfBÊ IYeÜ þdÀMXÀf dUIiY¸f
³ff±f, þdÀMXÀf ÀfÔQe´f ¸fZWX°ff AüSX
þdÀMXÀf E³fUe AÔþfdSX¹ff IYe
À´fZVf»f ¶fZÔ¨f ³fZ Àf·fe ´fÃfûÔ IYe
Q»fe»fZÔ Àfb³f³fZ IZY ¶ffQ R`YÀf»ff
ÀfbSXdÃf°f SXJ d»f¹ff WX`Ü

ÀfSXIYfSX IYe °fSXRY ÀfZ
Àffgd»fdÀfMXSX þ³fSX»f °fb¿ffSX ¸fZWX°ff
³fZ Q»fe»f Qe dIY ¹fWXfÔ IYBÊ EZÀfZ
¸ffÔÀffWXfSXe »fû¦f WX`Ô, þû JbQ IYû
´fVfb ´fi Z¸fe ¶f°ff°fZ WX ` ÔÜ UWXeÔ,
IYd´f»f dÀf¶¶f»f ³fZ IYWXf dIY
¸ff¸f»fZ IYf Àf¸ff²ff³f WXûÜ
dQ»»fe-NCR ÀfZ IbYØfûÔ IYû BIY™f
IYSX EZÀfZ VfZ»MXSX WXû¸f ·fZþ Z Ô, þû
A·fe WX`Ô WXe ³fWXeÔÜ

³fBÊ dQ»»fe ((EªfZ ÔÀfe)Ü
¹fû¦f ¦fb÷Y ¶ff¶ff SXf¸fQZU AüSX
CX³fIYe IÔY´f³fe ´f°fÔþd»f Af¹fbUZÊQ

IYû Àfb´fie¸f IYûMXÊ ÀfZ ¶fO ÞXe SXfWX°f
d¸f»fe WX`Ü BÔdOX¹f³f ¸fZdOXIY»f
EÀfûdÀfEVf³f (AfBÊE¸fE)õfSXf
Qf¹fSX ·fif¸fIY dUÄff´f³f ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ
QZVf IYe ÀfUûÊ¨¨f AQf»f°f ³fZ
IZYÀf IYû ¶fÔQ IYSX³fZ IYf AfQZVf QZ
dQ¹ff WX`Ü IYûMXÊ ³fZ IYWXf dIY
¹ffd¨fIYf ¸fZÔ IYe ¦fBÊ ¸ffÔ¦fûÔ IYû ´fcUÊ

¸fZÔ dQE ¦fE dUd·f³³f AfQZVfûÔ IZY
þdSXE ´fcSXf dIY¹ff þf ¨fbIYf WX`,
BÀfd»fE A¶f Àfb³fUfBÊ IYe
AfUV¹fIY°ff ³fWXeÔ WX `Ü ¹fWX
¸ff¸f»ff E»fû´f`±fe d¨fdIY°Àff
´fðd°f IYû »fZIYSX dQE ¦fE
dUUfdQ°f ¶f¹ff³fûÔ AüSX QUfAûÔ IZY
·fif¸fIY dUÄff´f³fûÔ ÀfZ þ bO ÞXf ±ffÜ 

CMYK

QZVf-d½fQZVf VfbIiY½ffSX 15 A¦fÀ°f 2025
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CMYK

UfgdVfÔ¦fMX³f (EªfZÔÀfe)Ü
A¸fZdSXIYe SXf¿MÑX´fd°f OXû³ff»OX MÑ¸´f
³fZ øYÀf IZY SXf¿MÑX´fd°f (»ffdQ¸feSX
´fbd°f³f IYû ¹fcIiYZ³f þÔ¦f ´fSX ¨fZ°ffU³fe
Qe WX`Ü

MÑ¸´f ³fZ IYWXf WX` dIY A¦fSX
´fbd°f³f VfbIiYUfSX IYû WXû³fZ Uf»fe
¶ff°f¨fe°f IZY ¶ffQ ·fe þÔ¦f J°¸f
IYSX³fZ ´fSX SXfþe ³fWXeÔ WXû°fZ WX`Ô °fû
CX³WXZÔ ¦fÔ·feSX ³f°feþZ ·fb¦f°f³fZ ´fOÞXZÔ¦fZÜ
CX³fIYf ¹fWX ¶f¹ff³f ¶fb²fUfSX IYû
´fiZÀf ¶fiedRÔY¦f IZY QüSXf³f Af¹ffÜ

MÑ¸´f AüSX ´fbd°f³f 15 A¦fÀ°f
IYû A»ffÀIYf ¸fZÔ d¸f»f³fZ Uf»fZ WX`ÔÜ
BÀfIYf ¸fIYÀfQ ¹fcIiYZ³f ¸fZÔ ÀffPXZ
°fe³f Àff»f ÀfZ ¨f»f SXWXe þÔ¦f IYû
J°¸f IYSX³ff WX`Ü Qû³fûÔ ³fZ°ff ´fWX»fe
¶ffSX A¸fZdSXIYf IYe þ¸fe³f ´fSX
d¸f»fZÔ¦fZÜ

þ Z»fZÔÀIYe ¶fû»fZ- ¸fZSXe
´fûdþVf³f ³fWXeÔ ¶fQ»fZ¦fe-
þZ»fZÔÀIYe ³fZ IYWXf dIY ¹fcIiYZ³f IYe
þ¸fe³f IZY ¶ffSXZ ¸fZÔ IYûBÊ ·fe R`YÀf»ff
d¶f³ff ¹fcIiYZ³f IYe ÀfWX¸fd°f IZY ³fWXeÔ
WXû ÀfIY°ffÜ ¸fZSXe ´fûdþVf³f ³fWXeÔ
¶fQ»fZ¦feÜ EIY dQ³f ´fWX»fZ ·fe
CX³WXûÔ³fZ IYWXf ±ff dIY CX³fIZY ´ffÀf
A´f³fe QZVf IYe þ¸fe³f LûOÞX³fZ IYf
IYûBÊ Ad²fIYfSX ³fWXeÔ WX`Ü

CX³WXûÔ³fZ Af¦fZ IYWXf- ´fWX»fZ
¹fbðdUSXf¸f WXû³ff ¨ffdWXE, dRYSX
¸fþ¶fc°f ÀfbSXÃff ¦ffSXÔMXe Qe þf³fe
¨ffdWXEÜ øYÀf IYû ¹fcIiYZ³f IZY ¹fcSXû´f
¹ff ³ffMXû ¸fZÔ Vffd¸f»f WXû³fZ IYe
ÀfÔ·ffU³ffAûÔ ´fSX UeMXû »f¦ff³fZ IYf
Ad²fIYfSX ³fWXeÔ WXû³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ

þZ»fZÔÀIYe ³fZ ¹fWX ·fe IYWXf dIY
´fbd°f³f VffÔd°f ³fWXeÔ ¨ffWX°fZ, UZ ¹fcIiYZ³f
´fSX IY¶þf IYSX³ff ¨ffWX°fZ WX`ÔÜ ´fbd°f³f

dIYÀfe IYû ¶fZUIcYRY ³fWXeÔ ¶f³ff
ÀfIY°fZÜ

QSXAÀf»f, ¹fcSXû´f AüSX ¹fcIiYZ³f
IYû OXSX WX` dIY MÑ¸´f AüSX
(»ffdQ¸feSX ´fbd°f³f IZY ¶fe¨f IYûBÊ
EZÀff Àf¸fÓfü°ff WXû ÀfIY°ff WX`,
dþÀfÀfZ øYÀf IYû ¹fcIiYZ³f IYf IYSXe¶f
´ffÔ¨fUfÔ dWXÀÀff d¸f»f ÀfIY°ff WX`Ü
BÀf ¶f`NXIY ¸fZÔ dRY³f»f`ÔOX, RiYfÔÀf,
d¶fiMXZ³f, BMX»fe, ´fû»f`ÔOX, ¹fcSXû´fe¹f
¹fcd³f¹f³f (EU) IZY ³fZ°ff AüSX ³ffMXû
¸fWXfÀfd¨fU ¸ffIYÊ øYMX ·fe ¸füþcQ
±fZÜ

MÑ¸´f ¶fû»fZ- ¹fWX ¶ffBOXZ³f
IYf ¹fbð WX`- ¹fcSXû´fe¹f ³fZ°ffAûÔ IZY
Àff±f ¶f`NXIY IZY ¶ffQ MÑ¸´f ³fZ ´fiZÀf
IYfg³RiYZÔÀf IYeÜ dþÀf¸fZÔ MÑ¸´f ÀfZ ´fcLf
¦f¹ff dIY ¢¹ff UZ ´fbd°f³f IYû ¹fcIiYZ³f
¸fZÔ ³ff¦fdSXIYûÔ ´fSX WX¸f»fZ SXûIY³fZ IZY
d»fE ¸f³ff ÀfIY°fZ WX`Ô, °fû CX³WXûÔ³fZ
IYWXf-Vff¹fQ ³fWXeÔ, ¢¹fûÔdIY ¸f`Ô³fZ
´fWX»fZ ·fe ¹fWX ¶ff°f IYe WX`Ü

MÑ¸´f ³fZ Af¦fZ IYWXf dIY ¸f`Ô BÀf
¹fbð IYû J°¸f IYSX³ff ¨ffWX°ff WXcÔÜ
¹fWX ¶ffBOXZ³f IYf ¹fbð WX`, »fZdIY³f
¸f`Ô BÀfZ J°¸f IYSX³fZ ´fSX ¦fUÊ
¸fWXÀfcÀf IYøYÔ¦ff, þ`ÀfZ ¸f`Ô³fZ d´fL»fZ
LWX ¸fWXe³fûÔ ¸fZÔ ´ffÔ¨f ¹fbð J°¸f
dIYEÜ MÑ¸´f ³fZ ¹fWX ·fe ¨fZ°ffU³fe Qe
dIY A¦fSX ´fbd°f³f þÔ¦f SXûIY³fZ ´fSX
ÀfWX¸f°f ³fWXeÔ WXû°fZ, °fû øYÀf IYû
J°fSX³ffIY AÔþf¸f ·fb¦f°f³fZ WXûÔ¦fZÜ

´f°fÔþd»f IYû Àfb´fie¸f IYûMXÊ ÀfZ SXfWX°f
·fif¸fIY dUÄff´f³f ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ IZYÀf ¶fÔQ

MÑ¸´f ³fZ øYÀfe SXf¿MÑX´fd°f ´fbd°f³f IYû ¨fZ°ffU³fe Qe:IYWXf

¶ff°f¨fe°f IZY ¶ffQ þÔ¦f
³fWXeÔ SXûIYe °fû ¦fÔ·feSX
³f°feþZ ·fb¦f°f³fZ WXûÔ¦fZ

AfUfSXf IbYØfûÔ ´fSX Àfb´fie¸f IYûMÊX
¸fZÔ R`YÀf»ff ÀfbSXdÃf°f

A´f³fe WXQ ¸fZÔ SXWXZ BþSXf¹f»f
°fZ»f AUeU,((EªfZÔÀfe)Ü BþSXf¹f»f IZY ´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe ¶fZÔþfd¸f³f ³fZ°f³¹ffWXc IZY EIY ¶f¹ff³f ³fZ ASX¶f QZVfûÔ ¸fZÔ

WX»f¨f»f ¸f¨ff Qe WX`Ü EIY ¨f`³f»f IYû dQE EIY BÔMXSX(¹fc ¸fZÔ ³fZ°f³¹ffWXc ³fZ IYWXf dIY UWX ‘¦fiZMXSX BþSXf¹f»f’ IZY dU¨ffSX
ÀfZ ¶fZWXQ þbOÞXfU ¸fWXÀfcÀf IYSX°fZ WX`ÔÜ CX³fIYe AûSX ÀfZ ¹fWX ¶f¹ff³f Af°fZ WXe ¸fbdÀ»f¸f Qbd³f¹ff IZY QZVf ·fOÞXIY ¦fEÜ ÀfDYQe
ASX¶f, IY°fSX, þfgOXÊ³f AüSX ASX¶f »fe¦f Àf¸fZ°f IYBÊ QZVfûÔ ³fZ IYOÞXf dUSXû²f þ°ff¹ff WX`Ü 

...°f¶f dRYSX ·ffSX°f ´fSX Ad°fdSXöY MX`dSXRY 
UfdVfÔ¦fMX³f ((EªfZÔÀfe)Ü A¸fZdSXIYf ³fZ dRYSX ²f¸fIYe Qe WX` dIY A¦fSX

A»ffÀIYf ̧ fZÔ A¸fZdSXIYe SXf¿MÑX´fd°f OXû³ff»OX MÑỐ f AüSX øYÀfe SXf¿MÑX´fd°f (»ffdQ¸feSX
´fbd°f³f ̧ fZÔ VffÔd°f Uf°ffÊ dURY»f WXû°fe WX`, °f¶f dRYSX ÀfZ ·ffSX°f ́ fSX Ad°fdSXöY MX`dSXRY
»f¦ffEÔ¦fZÜ ¹fZ ²f¸fIYe BÀf ¶ff°f IYû ÀffRY IYSX°fe WXỒ dIY Qbd³f¹ff ¸fZÔ JbQ IYû
¸fWXfVfdöY IYWX»ff³fZ Uf»ff A¸fZdSXIYf A¶f AÔQSX ÀfZ JûJ»ff WXû ¨fbIYf WX`Ü
´fbd°f³f IZY ³fWXeÔ ¸f³ff³fZ ´fSX ·ffSX°f IYû ²f¸fIYe ¹fZ ¶ff°f Àffd¶f°f IYSX°fe WXỒ dIY
A¸fZdSXIYf A¶f ·ffSX°f ´fSX Q¶ffU OXf»fIYSX IYSX ÷YÀf ÀfZ Àf¸fÓfü°ff ¨ffWX°ff WX`Ü
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