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DRAVIDA THAMBI / Chennai

Barely hours after the high
voltage campaign for the
Parliamentary elections
ended in Tamil Nadu, the
President issued a notifica-
tion cancelling polling in
Vellore Lok Sabha con-
stituency where DMK treas-
urer Durai Murugan’s  son
Kathir Anand is contesting
and over Rs 11.5 crore was
seized from an associate last
month. The DMK has called
it a "murder of  democracy"
and told a TV channel that
they will challenge the deci-
sion to cancel the polls. This
is the first parliamentary

constituency where polling
has been cancelled on
charges of  voter bribery.
Polling is slated in Tamil
Nadu on April 18.

But in a more startling de-
velopment, the Income Tax
Department conducted late
night searches at a house
where the DMK leader and
Thoothukudi Lok Sabha can-
didate Kanimozhi is staying.
The late Karunanidhi’s

daughter Kanimozhi is pitted
against BJP state president
Tamilisai Soundarajaran.

It was alleged that "lots of
cash" was stashed on the first
floor of  her house in Thoothu-
kudi, unnamed sources were
cited as saying. 

The FPJ was not able to ver-
ify the claim; however, it is
fact that in the run-up to the
polls, in a string of  raids in
the state, Rs. 500 crore in ille-
gal cash and gold has been
seized.

Questioning the timing of
the Income Tax depart-
ment's searches, the DMK al-
leged that the raids were a
"conspiracy" by certain po-

litical leaders who could not
face them in the electoral
arena. It was also claimed
that nothing had been found
at Kanimozhi’s residence. 

Tamil Nadu already
holds the dubious dis-

tinction of  elec-
tion notifications
being rescinded
in two Assembly
elections in 2016
and one by-elec-
tion in April 2017.

The Rashtrapati
Bhavan had re-
ceived the Elec-
tion Commission's
recommendation
to countermand

elections in Vellore on Mon-
day night and the request
could not be ignored after the
massive cash haul, EC
sources said.

Delhi receives
light rains

New Delhi: Cloudy skies,
light rains and gusty
winds gave some respite
to Delhiities on Tuesday
from the scorching heat.
The maximum tempera-
ture was recorded at 30.7
degrees Celsius, six
notches above the nor-
mal, while the minimum
settled at 20.5 degrees Cel-
sius, a notch below nor-
mal, the Meteorological
(MeT) office said. Howev-
er, this was nearly 10 de-
grees lesser than what
was recorded on Monday.
Several parts of  the city
received light rains and
witnessed gusty winds at
different intervals of  the
day. The MeT Department
attributed the change in
the temperatures to a
western disturbance that
impacted several parts of
north India, including
Delhi.

FP NEWS SERVICE

Gandhinagar

In another apparent viola-
tion of  the model code, the
BJP legislator from Fateh-
pura in Gujarat, Ramesh
Katara, has overreached
himself. He allegedly tried to
spook voters, saying that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has installed CCTVs
inside polling booths and
will know who has voted for
whom. Further, those who
fail to vote for the saffron
party will be identified and
won't be given jobs.

"There should not be any
room for error as Narendra
Modi has installed cameras
inside the polling stations
this time. We will know who
has voted for the Congress.
Those who don't vote at all
or vote for the Congress
will be identified and not
given work," Katara said,
as he campaigned for BJP
candidate Jaswant Sinh
Bhabhor from Dahod.

"Aadhaar and other
cards have your photo
now; if  there are less votes
from your booth, he will
come to know who did not

cast his vote and you will not
get work," he added. The
BJP MLA also asked voters
to only vote for Bhabhor.
"You will see the photo of
Jaswant Sinh Bhabhor
with the lotus symbol on
the EVM. Look for that and
press the button. There
should not be any room for
error," Katara warned.

On April 6, BJP's Wagho-
dia MLA Madhu Srivasta-
va had threatened the vot-
ers with "dire conse-
quences" if  they did not

vote for the BJP. The Con-
gress had then filed a com-
plaint with the poll panel,
which subsequently issued
show-cause notice to Srivas-
tava.

Earlier, Union minister
Maneka Gandhi was gagged
by the Election Commission
for asking Muslims to barter
their vote for jobs. 

PM will know who you voted for

AGENCIES

New Delhi

The travel spend in India is
expected to grow at 13 per
cent to a total of  $136 bil-
lion by 2021, said a new re-
port by Bain & Company
and Google India on Tues-
day.

According to the "How
Does India Travel" report,
the Indian traveller spent
around $94 billion in 2018
on around 2 billion domes-
tic and international trips,
thus, helping India's travel
and tourism industry
achieve unprecedented
scale. 

"New users perceive that
online channels are geared
towards more frequent fly-
ers and experience-orient-
ed travellers and existing
travellers research online
but the lack of  trust in pay-
ments and booking experi-
ence make them end up
booking offline. 

"If  travel players tap
these online users through
personalised marketing,
messaging and travel
plans, they can further
augment online travel
bookings. This can be done
by adopting digital tech-
nologies to influence cus-
tomers early in the jour-

ney," Vikas Agnihotri,
Country Director-Sales,
Google India, said in a
statement. 

The report indicates a 12
per cent growth in trans-
portation ($50 billion) and
13 per cent growth in lodg-
ing ($21 billion) and con-
sumption, which includes
spends on shopping, recre-
ation and food, to grow at
13 per cent ($65 billion)
over the next three years.

"There is a perception
amongst consumers that
online channels are geared
towards premium cus-
tomers, along with a
marked distrust around

payment and pricing
terms. It is imperative for
businesses to address
these concerns in order to
effectively tap into the
growing base of  users,"
Arpan Sheth, Partner,
Bain & Company said.

As more people come on-
line, smartphone penetra-
tion improves and use of
digital payments goes up,
the report predicts that In-
dian travellers would
spend an additional $24 bil-
lion on online travel book-
ings over the next three
years, a growth from 25
percent in 2018 to 35 per
cent in 2021.

India's travel spend to grow to $136 bn by 2021
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Can't give timeline for Masood Azhar's listing as global terrorist at EU: German envoy
NEW DELHI: Germany is "very much" pushing for the listing of Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azhar as a global terrorist at the

European Union (EU), but a timeline for it cannot be given, Jasper Wieck, the Deputy Head of the German Mission in India, said on

Tuesday. He said Germany is hopeful that at a certain stage, Azhar will be designated as a global terrorist at the United Nations too. "We

are working on it... We still have hope that the listing will take place at the United Nations at a certain stage and that would be a better

solution. "In the short-term, we are working on this within the European Union. I cannot give you an exact timeline on how it will be

done, but Germany is among those who are very much pushing for this," Wieck said at a press conference. 
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Chhindwara temp drops...
As per the meteorological department, drop in tempera-
ture is attributed to combined effect of  two troughs-- ex-
tending from West Rajasthan up to North Madhya
Pradesh and another one that extends from eastern Ut-
tar Pradesh to Karnataka across East MP. The combined
effect of  both these weather systems is expected to cause
fairly widespread rain and thundershower activities
over many parts of  MP.

6 categories of stakeholders...

The police are preparing a list such people, but they are
invisible, the police have to take the help of  the bank ac-
counts and phone numbers to establish the money trail
of  the scam.  The officials and staff  of  the software and
hardware companies which were involved in tampering
are also under scanner. These companies were having
the full access to manipulate the software and the hard-
ware for tempering. Last but not the least the politicians
or the ministers, who had signed the note sheet, orders,
memorandum ignoring the provisions of the tenders-
are also under scanner. It has also come to fore that some
of  the companies had filed the complaints to the depart-
ment heads and also the ministers that the tender docu-
ments had been tampered. But the officials and the min-
isters ignored all such complaints and are now under
the scanner of  the EOW.

Sadhvi Pragya set...

According to Pragya, nobody would support Digvijaya
for calling saffron colour a symbol of  terrorism. There
is opposition at local level on Pragya but the top leaders
in the party maintain that damage control would be
done.  On the other hand, the party is mulling over field-
ing ex- Apex Bank chairman Ramakant Bhargava from
Vidisha seat, KP Yadav from Guna, Rajendra Singh and
Bhupendra Singh from Sagar. While Ramesh Mendola
and Shankar Lalwani may be considered for Indore seat.
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Michel wants 

interim bail for

celebrating Easter

NEW DELHI

British national Christian
Michel, the alleged middle-
man in the Rs 3,600-crore
AugustaWestland VVIP
chopper deal case, on Tues-
day moved a Delhi court
seeking bail to celebrate
Easter. He wished to attend
the holy mass on the Easter
day and wanted to make of-
ferings during those holi-
days.

The interim bail plea was
moved before Special Judge
Arvind Kumar, who has
sought Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED) and the Central
Bureau of  Investigation
(CBI) response on Michel's
application. 

DELHI COURT
GRANTS BAIL
TO GAUTAM

KHAITAN
AGENCIES

New Delhi

A court here on Tuesday
granted bail to lawyer
Gautam Khaitan in a
money laundering and
black money case. Special
Judge Arvind Kumar al-
lowed Khaitan's bail plea
asking him to furnish a
personal bond of  Rs 25
lakh and two surety of
like amount each.

The court directed him
not to influence witnesses
or hamper the investiga-
tion in the case. It also di-
rected him to join the in-
vestigation in the case
whenever required. The
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) opposed Khaitan's
bail plea.

It was the second bail
plea moved by Khaitan.
On March 12, the court
had rejected his first plea
for bail. Khaitan was ar-
rested on January 25, a
week after the Income Tax
Department searched his
offices and other proper-
ties in Delhi and the Na-
tional Capital Region.

On March 25, the ED
filed a chargesheet in the
money laundering case. 

AGENCIES

New Delhi

A 40-year-old woman suf-
fered head injuries on Tues-
day after her saree got stuck
in a carriage door of  a Delhi
Metro train as it was about
to leave a station, due to
which she got dragged on the
platform, her husband said. 

The victim, Gita, a resi-
dent of  the Shashtri Nagar

area near Inderlok, was
travelling with her daugh-
ter when the incident took
place at the Moti Nagar
metro station on the Blue
Line. "Gita and my daughter
were travelling from Nawa-
da. They got off  at the Moti
Nagar station when the 'pal-
lu' of  Gita's saree got stuck
in the closing door. As a re-
sult, she got dragged for
some distance on the plat-

form," her husband Jagdish
Prasad said. 

Gita, a housewife, suffered
injures on her head and was
rushed to a nearby hospital,
Prasad added. "I got a call
from my daughter who told
me about the incident. Ap-
parently, one of  the com-
muters had pressed the
emergency button to alert
the driver for stopping the
train," he said.

Confirming the incident, a
senior Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) official
confirmed said the incident
was reported at Moti Nagar
station (Line-3) at 9.19 AM
where a woman passenger's
saree got stuck in the train
doors while de-boarding
from the metro train going
towards Vaishali.  

"The train operator imme-
diately applied the emer-

gency brakes and stopped
the train."The station con-
troller also rushed to the in-
cident site where the passen-
ger was rescued and imme-
diately sent to a nearby hos-
pital after providing first
aid. Delhi Metro advises its
commuters to be extra care-
ful while boarding and de-
boarding from metro train,
especially during peak
hours," DMRC stated.  

With saree stuck in metro door, woman gets dragged on platform

N D Tiwari's son
passes away 

NEW DELHI: Rohit
Shekhar Tiwari, son of  the
late Uttarakhand Chief  Min-
ister N D Tiwari, died on
Tuesday, police and hospital
officials said. He was
brought dead at Max Hospi-
tal in Saket in south Delhi,
the hospital said. DCP
(South) Vijay Kumar said Ro-
hit Tiwari, a resident of  De-
fence Colony in south Delhi,
was brought to the hospital
around 5pm in an ambu-
lance, where doctors de-
clared him dead. 

His mother Ujjwala Tiwari
was also admitted to the
same hospital where she re-
ceived a call from their home
about her son being "unwell
and bleeding from nose", he
said. "Max Hospital received
an emergency call from the
residence of  Rohit Shekhar
Tiwari at 4:41 pm this after-
noon. 

Indian Navy loses helicopter in Arabian Sea
New Delhi: A major "catastrophe" was averted by a naval
aircrew when their Chetak helicopter ditched at Arabian
Sea last week, the Navy said on Tuesday. It said a board of
inquiry has been ordered to investigate the cause of  the
technical failure leading to the loss of  the helicopter. The
helicopter was part of  an Indian naval warship which was
deployed in the Arabian Sea. "As per reports, the helicop-
ter developed technical failure prior to ditching and the
crew displayed immense professional prowess and sound
training in deftly landing the helicopter in the water and
successfully regressing from it," the Navy said. 

FP NEWS SERVICE

Mumbai

Jet Airways founder
Naresh Goyal has decided
not to bid for a
stake in the cash-
strapped airline,
sources said on
Tuesday.

The full service
carrier is await-
ing fresh fund in-
fusion under a
debt resolution
plan.

According to sources, it
has reportedly requested
lenders for an interim
funding of  Rs 400 crore to
stave off  a temporary clo-
sure, even as its current
operational fleet further
shrank to five aircraft. The
shares of  Jet Airways
plummeted nearly 19 per
cent on Tuesday.

The Board meet on Tues-

day was inconclusive. ‘‘We
are awaiting for the lenders
reply. It is of  paramount im-
portance that we receive a
clarity on interim funding,"

an airline source
told IANS.

According to in-
dustry sources,
Etihad and TPG
Capital had indi-
cated they would
consider pulling
out of  the race if
Goyal is allowed
to submit his bid

for the crisis-hit airline.
SBI Caps, the merchant

banking arm of  SBI, is cur-
rently shortlisting in-
vestors who are interested
in a fresh infusion of
funds. Last month, Goyal
and his wife Anita Goyal
stepped down from the
board of  the airline, which
has more than  Rs 8,000
crore debt.

Naresh Goyal opts out

TN CASH FOR VOTE SCAM ERUPTS

Kanimozhi raided, Vellore poll off

C
onfirming the I-T Swoop, Kanimozhi

said that the I-T officials did not have

a warrant to conduct the

searches. “Despite that, we fully

coordinated with the agency. I was issued

summons at 9:30 pm and was asked to

record a statement at the spot. According

to my knowledge, this is not legal. I feel

they are conducting searches because I

am the candidate of the opposition,” she

said. Kanimozhi said that no cash or

documents were found at the house. I-T

officials confirmed that the DMK leader

had cooperated with the team. Following

information about the searches, a large

number of DMK workers gathered in front

of Kanimozhi's house expressing

solidarity. 

IT SOURCES SAID LATER IT WAS A "FALSE TIP" AND THEY DREW A BLANK
AT KANIMOZHI’S HOUSE. NO CASE HAS BEEN REGISTERED.

Crores and crores of
rupees are kept in

Tamilisai
Soundararajan's
(BJP TN Chief) 

residence, why no
raids there? Modi is
using I-T, CBI, judici-
ary and now EC to

interfere in elections.
They are doing this
as they fear losing.

— DMK chief MK Stalin.

RAIDS WERE

NOT LEGAL: 

KANIMOZHI

SC to hear I-T department plea against Chidambaram's family
AGENCIES

New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day agreed to hear the In-
come Tax department's ap-
peal challenging the Madras
High Court order which
quashed criminal prosecu-
tion against senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram's
family members under the
black money law. 

The top court, however, re-
fused to stay the order of  the
high court. A bench of  Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justice Sanjiv Khanna is-
sued notice to Chi-
dambaram's wife Nalini and
their son Karti, who is con-
testing Lok Sabha election
from Sivaganga constituen-

cy in Tamil Nadu. 
The bench also sought re-

ply from Karti's wife Srinid-

hi and others in the case. The
high court had quashed
criminal prosecution initiat-
ed by the I-T department un-
der the Black Money Act
against the three. 

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the I-T

department, sought stay of
the high court order of  No-
vember 2, 2018 on various
grounds including that it can
be used by other accused to
avoid criminal prosecution
in cases related to black mon-
ey.  To this, the bench said
that granting stay at this
stage without hearing the
other side would amount to
allowing the appeal of  the I-T
department. The Solicitor
general further said that if
the stay is not granted then
other high courts may quash
the criminal prosecution
against similarly placed ac-
cused under the black money
law and urged that the No-
vember order of  the high
court should not be treated
as a precedent.

BLACK 

MONEY CASE 

GUJARAT MLA IN BID TO SPOOK VOTERS




