
10 NATION Tourism ministry sanctions projects worth Rs 190 crore 
NEW DELHI: The tourism ministry has sanctioned projects worth Rs 190 crore for development of
spiritual circuits in Meghalaya and Uttar Pradesh, it said in a statement on Friday. Through this project,
the ministry will be developing facilities such as festival grounds, tourist facilitation centre, last mile
connectivity, public conveniences, cable suspension bridge, cafeteria, trekking routes, boating facilities,
illumination, solid waste management, drinking water facility, caving facilities, visitor centres, adventure
sports activities, craft haats in the state. 
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‘Treat me deemed...
Verma, a 1979-batch IPS officer from AG-
MUT cadre, was transferred from the posi-
tion of CBI director to DG, Fire Service, Civ-
il Defence and Home Guards under the
Home Ministry on Thursday. “Natural jus-
tice was scuttled and the entire process
was turned upside down in ensuring that
the undersigned is removed from the post
of the director CBI. The selection committee
did not consider the fact that the entire CVC
report is premised on charges alluded by a
complainant who is at present under inves-
tigation by the CBI," Verma said in a veiled
reference to Special Director Rakesh
Asthana. He said it may be noted that the
CVC only forwarded a purportedly signed
statement of the complainant (Asthana),
and the complainant never came before
Justice (Retd) A K Patnaik who is supervis-
ing the enquiry. 

"Also, Justice Patnaik has concluded that
the findings and conclusions of the report
are not his," the 61-year-old said.

He said institutions are one of the
strongest and most visible symbols of the
democracy and it was no exaggeration that
the CBI is one of the most important or-
ganisations in India today. "The deci-
sions made yesterday will not just be a re-
flection on my functioning but will become
a testimony on how the CBI as an institu-
tion will be treated by any government
through the CVC, who is appointed by ma-
jority members of the ruling government.
This is a moment for collective introspection
to state the least," he said. The former Del-
hi police commissioner said he is a career
bureaucrat and it is the idea of his integrity
that has been the driving force for four
decades in public service. "Also, it may be
noted that the undersigned would have al-
ready superannuated as on July 31, 2017
and was only serving the government as
director, CBI till January 31, 2019 as the
same was a fixed tenure role. The under-
signed is no longer director, CBI and has al-
ready crossed his superannuation age for
DG, Fire Services, Civil Defence and Home
Guards.

Will ban CBI...
In case of ban, raids in fresh cases too
would require sanction from the state
concerned or else from high court or
Supreme Court.  The ban would not be
applicable on cases handed over to the
agency by HC or SC. The ban would not
be applicable on existing cases and cen-
tral government matters within a state,
such as cases against senior central gov-
ernment bureaucrats or a central PSU
under the Prevention of Corruption Act.

CM assures probe,...
Congress, media committee, president,

Shobha Oza too has demanded detailed in-
vestigations into the anomalies pointed in
the report.  Congress would bring the cor-
ruption of previous government into the
knowledge of people, she added. Mean-
while, BJP spokesman Rajneesh Agarwal,
said that CAG report was a document re-
lated to accounts. Stating the ruling Con-

gress was making unnecessary issue over
it, Agarwal said that after the tabling of the
report in the Assembly due process should
be followed. 

Cong may also keep PAC chairman
post: After getting its member elected to
the post of deputy speaker in state assem-
bly, the Congress may also keep the post of
chairman of Public Accounts Committee
(PAC). The CAG report after being tabled in
the House goes to the PAC. Congress, in or-
der to make CAG report a big issue and use
it against the previous government, would
want its own MLA as PAC chairman, who is
appointed by assembly speaker. 

Govind Singh is...
Minister Prabhuram Choudhary has been
assigned Damoh and Panna districts and
Priavrat Singh of Jabalpur and Katni dis-
tricts. Umang Singar will be in-charge min-
ister of Gwalior, Jaivardhan Singh of Raj-
garh and Agar-Malwa while Kamleshwar
Patel of Balaghat and Betul districts. Minis-
ter Lakhan Ghangoria has been assigned
Satna and Rewa districts, Mahendra Singh
Sisodia Ashoknagar, Minister Pradummn
Singh Tomar Shivpuri, minister Sachin Ya-
dav is the in-charge minister of Ratlam,
minister Surendra Singh Baghel is having
the responsibilities of Jhabua and Alirajpur.
Tulsi Silawat has been made incharge of
Khandwa and Burhanpur.

Woman trial court...
During the hearing on Friday before a
bench of Justices A K Sikri and S Abdul
Nazeer, senior advocate Indira Jaising, ap-
pearing for the petitioner, said that re-
sponse of the high court was on record
now.

However, the counsel appearing for state
of Madhya Pradesh said they needed a
week time to file their response. "You
should have filed your reply by now," the
bench told the state's counsel. Later, the
court asked the state to file its response and
posted the matter for final disposal after
two weeks.

In her plea, the petitioner has said that
her fundamental rights granted under the
Constitution for employment, to work and
to carry on her profession needs to be se-
cured. She has said that the HC had ignored
the categorical finding in the report of the
Judges Inquiry Committee dated December
15, 2017 terming the petitioner's resigna-
tion dated July 15, 2014 from her post of
Additional District Judge as "unbearable cir-
cumstances having no other option".

I-T raids on Saraogi...
Saraogi was made main accused in the

hawala scam of Rs 2500 crore in December
2017.  SP Katni Gaurav Tiwari, who exposed
the scam, was transferred after a month.
Name of the then minister and mining baron
Sanjay Pathak also came to light for his rela-
tions with Saraogi. 

Sources said that the documents seized
during the raids may lead to a national
hawala scam with its roots in foreign coun-
tries. The raids were on till filing of this
report.    
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AGENCIES
Kannauj

Samajwadi Party (SP)
chief  Akhilesh Yadav on
Friday said an alliance be-
tween his party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) will knock out the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in the 2019 Lok Sab-
ha polls. Addressing a
‘chaupal’ in Kannauj, the
Lok Sabha constituency of
his wife Dimple Yadav, the
former Uttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister said that
the writing was on the wall
for the BJP.

He pointed out how the
coming together of  the SP
and BSP even in an infor-
mal way had ensured that
the BJP lost seats held by
UP Chief  Minister Yogi
Adityanath and his deputy
Keshav Prasad Maurya.
With BSP extending its
support to the SP candi-
dates in Phulpur and
Gorakhpur, BJP candi-
dates lost in both the par-
liamentary by-polls in
2018, leaving the ruling
party red-faced. 

“This time too our arith-
metic is in place and we
will ensure that the BJP
loses at the hustings,” the
45-year-old said. He, how-
ever forewarned the peo-
ple to be on guard against
what he termed was the
“rumour spreading ma-
chinery” of  the BJP.

Yadav added that for the
state and the country to
progress, one should shrug
off  caste and community
affiliations and work for
development. He accused
the BJP government led by
Adityanath of  trying to
mislead the people.

Talking about the report-
ed prospects of  the CBI
questioning him with re-
gards to allocation of

mines during his stint as
the state’s Mining and
Chief  Minister, Yadav said
whatever the CBI had to
ask to him should be after
the Lok Sabha elections.
He tweaked his party’s
election credo ‘Kaam Bolta
hai’ (Our work speaks) to
“Hamara Kaam bolta hai,
Bhajpa ka Dhoka bolta
hai” (Our work speaks,
BJP’s deceit speaks). 

IGNORING US IN UP WILL BE
DANGEROUS MISTAKE: CONGRESS 

NEW DELHI: Giving out a stern message to the
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and the Samajwadi Party
(SP), which are likely to announce their alliance for the
Lok Sabha polls, the Congress on Friday said ignoring
the grand old party will be a “dangerous mistake”.
Reacting to BSP supremo Mayawati and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav’s joint press conference to be held in
Uttar Pradesh’s capital Lucknow today, Congress
spokesperson Abhishek Manu Singhvi here said it is
the responsibility of the opposition parties to
synergize their efforts to uproot the Narendra Modi-
led Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government. “The
objective of all such parties including the SP and the
BSP is similar and clear to try and eliminate this kind
of autocratic and absolute mis-governance, to remove
such people from the electoral map. 

RLD VERY MUCH
PART OF SP-BSP 
ALLIANCE: AJIT 

LUCKNOW: The
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
on Friday said that it was
very much a part of the
upcoming alliance
between the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) and the
Samajwadi Party (SP).
RLD chief Ajit Singh,
however, said that the
seat sharing formula for
the Lok Sabha polls was
yet to be
decided.Informed sources
said the RLD, which is
predominantly a western
Uttar Pradesh party, with
considerable following
among Jats and farmers, is
seeking Baghpat, Kairana
and Muzaffarnagar
constituencies. However,
the SP and BSP are
reluctant to give it more
than two seats. Asked if the
Congress was not a part of
the alliance, Ajit Singh said
this had to be decided by
the SP and BSP. 

SP-BSP alliance will knock out 
BJP in LS polls, says Akhilesh

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav addresses a
'Chaupal' (public meeting) in
Kannauj on Friday PTI

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day lifted its stay on cer-
tain stalled projects under
the government’s ambi-
tious Chardham develop-
ment plan, which proposes
to provide all-weather con-
nectivity to the four holy
towns of  Uttarakhand. 

The court said the stay
will however continue on
those projects which are
yet to begin under the plan
till the environment clear-
ance is taken by the au-
thorities.  The four towns
of  the hilly state to be con-
nected by all-weather
roads are Yamnotri, Gan-
gotri, Kedarnath and
Badrinath. 

The top court also stayed
a paragraph in the Nation-
al Green Tribunal (NGT)
order passed on September
26 last year which said that
these projects did not re-
quire Environmental Im-

pact Assessment Ap-
proval/Environment
Clearance in terms of  the
notification of  Ministry of
Environment & Forests. 

On October 22 last year,
the apex court had stayed
the NGT order clearing the
entire ambitious Chard-
ham project in Uttarak-
hand. A bench of  Justices
R F Nariman and Vineet
Sharan said that ongoing
projects will not be stayed
and the projects which
have not yet taken off  will
be stayed. It said that in
case of  stalled projects the
authorities will follow the
usual drill and seek the
requisite environmental
clearances. 

The paragraph 46 of  the
NGT order of  September
26 will be stayed, the bench
said. The paragraph said:
“Accordingly, these proj-
ects did not require EIA
Approval/Environment
Clearance in terms of  the
Notification of  MoEF&CC

dated September 14, 2006
and amended on August 22,
2013 vide S.O. 2559 (E)”. 

The bench also asked Ad-
ditional Solicitor General
Pinky Anand appearing
for the Centre to file an af-
fidavit in eight weeks on
the number of ongoing
projects. At the outset,
Anand along with advo-
cate Balendu Shekhar
said that NGT has cleared
the project and all due
procedure were followed. 

He said that seven land-
slides have taken place
due to the ecologically
fragile nature of  the hills
which are being cut al-
most vertically. 

Parikh, appearing for the
petitioner, NGO Citizens
for Green Doon, had said
that if  the project was al-
lowed to go on, an irre-
versible damage would be
done to the ecology which
would be equal to damage
done by 10 hydro power
projects. 

SC nod to construction of projects
under Chardham development plan

SEDITION CASE 

HC grants bail
to Gohain,

Gogoi, Mahanta
AGENCIES
Guwahati

The Guwahati High Court on
Friday granted bail to senior
journalist Manjit Mahanta
and interim relief  to As-
samese litterateur Hiren Go-
hain and KMSS leader Akhil
Gogoi in a sedition case filed
by Assam Police for their al-
leged remarks against the cit-
izenship bill. Justice H K Sar-
ma granted interim bail to Go-
hain and Gogoi, RTI activist
and chief  of  the Krishak
Mukti Sangram Samiti
(KMSS), against a surety of
Rs 5,000 each. 

The Judge also directed po-
lice to file the case diary by
January 22. Mahanta was
granted absolute bail as there
is no specific allegation
against him in the FIR. Police
had filed a suo motu case un-
der Indian Penal Code sec-
tions, including 121, 123 and
124(A) (sedition), at the Latasil
police station here. 

NEW DELHI: A day after Alok Verma was
ousted as the CBI Director, the Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT) has expedited
its exercise to shortlist the final names from
among some 10 Director General level IPS of-
ficers for the agency’s top post, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

The list included the names of  senior Indian
Police Service (IPS) officers selected in 1983,
1984 and 1985. Leading the race are Mumbai
Police Commissioner Subodh Kumar Jaiswal,
a 1985-batch IPS officer, Uttar Pradesh Direc-
tor General of  Police O.P. Singh and National
Investigation Agency (NIA) chief  Y.C. Modi,
informed sources said.

After the DoPT chooses the names of  at least
three or four officers for the CBI Director’s
post, they would be sent to the Select Commit-

tee comprising the Prime Minister, the Chief
Justice of  India and the Leader of  Congress
in the Lok Sabha to decide the final pick for a
fixed term of  two years. 

As Verma’s tenure was to end on January
31, the final decision is expected to be an-
nounced before or within the last week of  this
month. A Home Ministry official who asked
not to be named said a list of  17 officers had
sent to DoPT in December 2018 for selection as
CBI Director.

Another officer, seeking anonymity, told
IANS that the DoPT was in the process of
shortlisting the names of  officers on the basis
of  matters such as experience in investigating
anti-corruption cases, prior experience of
working in CBI, handling vigilance matters in
cadre and integrity. 

Jaiswal, OP Singh, Modi front runners in CBI chief hunt 


