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Appealing to militants in
the North-East, Jammu
and Kashmir and Maoists
to leave arms and join the
national mainstream,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said they
can get nothing by follow-
ing the path of  violence.

"I tell the Naxalites,
those in the North-East
and Kashmir, who still
have faith in bombs, 
guns and pistols, to learn
from the Bodo youths, 
take inspiration from
them and come to the
mainstream. Live your
life, celebrate life," Modi
said, addressing a huge
gathering here in celebra-
tion of  the third Bodo
peace accord inked late
last month.

Welcoming the Bodo ac-
cord, the prime minister
said he was aware that
people of  diverse groups
live in Assam with their
distinctive culture, lan-
guage, dress and food
habits.

"I am fully aware of  your
aspirations, pains and sor-
rows. The way Bodos have
come together, I am confi-
dent that the misgivings of
other communities will
end fast. Have faith in
your friend (Modi)."

In an indirect appeal to
the banned United Libera-
tion Front of  Assam and
its fugitive chief  Paresh
Barua, Modi said: "I ap-
peal to those still nurtur-

ing some inimical
thoughts regarding the
country to shun such
thoughts and come to the
mainstream of  develop-
ment an take part in 'sab

ke sath, sab ke vikas' (de-
velopment for all). "Vio-
lence doesn't lead you to
any goals, nor will it get
you anything in future,"
he said.

No 'danda' will work, I'm protected by people's blessings: PM
Yet again taking a dig at Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's 'danda' jibe targeting him, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on Friday said that sticks cannot harm him as he is protected by the
'armour of blessings' provided by the mothers and sisters of this country. Modi, without naming
Rahul Gandhi, said, "At times people talk of beating me with danda (stick). But when Modi is
protected by the armour of blessings provided by so many mothers and sisters, whatever be the
number of sticks rained on me, nothing will happen. "You have come to embrace me... this has
increased my confidence," he said while addressing a rally during the 3rd Bodo Peace Accord
celebrations here, about 216 km from state capital Guwahati.

nCoV takes toll on biz in state
According to 2018-19 government report exports to China
were valued at $ 16.8 billion while import stood at $ 70.3 bil-
lion. Several Chinese companies, including one engaged
in heavy equipment manufacturing, based at Pitampura
have put expansion plan on hold. Two Chinese nationals
who came for company work to Mandsaur have been kept
in a hospital in New Delhi for the last one week. 

Constable, woman jump...
The police was probing what prompted them to end their
lives, inspector Singh added. Kumar was posted in Ujjain.
Both he and the woman hailed from Resham Mill locality
of  Gwalior, the official said.

Chattarpur SDM plotted...
The police have also seized a live cartridge, baseball bat
and two lathis.  The SP said that since day one the police
was suspicious of  the entire incident. The forensic evi-
dence confirmed their doubts. Later, phone call details
brought the conspiracy to the fore. He said that the SDM,
Pushpendra Singh and Javed Akthar were good friends.
Pushpendra has a business rivalry with Bhadoria. In the
past, the SDM had initiated action against Bhadoria un-
der 'drive against mafia' for the benefit of  Pushpendra.
However, Bhadoria got relief  from the court.  After the bid
to frame Bhadoria failed, the accused hatched another
plan. The SP said that as per the plan, Pushpendra and Ak-
thar arranged four attackers who ransacked SDM's office
and ran away.

Shankaracharya sees red....
The seer who is based in this Madhya Pradesh town said
that the Supreme Court has in four rulings refused to ac-
knowledge Vasudevanand as Shankaracharya. "If
Shankaracharya was really to be associated with the trust
he should have been named to preside over the trust in-
stead of  Parasaran, the advocate for Ramjanmabhoomi
land case. He has been made the office of  the chairman of
the trust and his residence. Parasaran is a senior advocate
of  the country and a Jurist of  repute... The government
seems to be keen to build the Ram temple in Ayodhya as
per the secular constitution and not according to Vedic
provisions," he said in a statement.

Shankaracharya said a Ramalaya Trust was formed in
the 1990s for the construction of  Ram temple in the con-
ference of the four Shankaracharyas, which included
other representatives including Shankaracharyas,
Vaishnavacharyas, representatives of  the Akharas. This
trust was built for the construction of  Ram temple in Ay-
odhya but the Central government has ignored a work-
ing trust while setting up a new trust, he said.

Swami Swaroopanand said a Scheduled Caste person
included in the trust belongs to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad. Besides, some officials have been appointed by
the government, in gross violation of  the Constitution.
Any trust that includes a government functionary who
cannot be responsible for the construction of  a shrine, he
contended. Former Chief  Minister of  Madhya Pradesh,
Uma Bharati, who belongs to the Lodhi caste wants an
OBC member in the trust. Former Chief  Minister of  Ut-
tar Pradesh, Kalyan Singh, is also a contender as an
OBC. He was the Chief  Minister when Babri Mosque
was pulled down.
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10 NATION NIA quizzes IIT prof for 4th time over violence during anti-CAA protests
GUWAHATI: The National Investigation Agency (NIA) on Friday interrogated IIT-Guwahati professor Arupjyoti
Saikia for the fourth time in a week in connection with the violence during the protests against the CAA here last
month. Saikia, a professor of History at the Indian Institute of Technology-Guwahati, was summoned to the NIA
office in Sonapur in the outskirts of the city. "Today he was questioned for several hours.FREEPRESS
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Modi urges Maoists, J&K, N-E
militants to join mainstream

PM Modi is greeted by Assam Governor Jagdish Mukhi, CM Sarbananda Sonowal and other dignitaries
on his arrival at Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport in Guwahati, on Friday

Former Finance Minister P Chidambaram arrives at a programme on CAA-NPR-NRC in Pune on Friday
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Leopard population has
declined 75-90 per cent in
India, according to a
study which has suggest-
ed that the carnivore de-
mand similar conserva-
tion attention like tigers
in the country.

The study was con-
ducted by scientists from
the Centre for Wildlife
Studies (CWS India) and
the Wildlife Institute of
India. The scientists
have used genetic data
from leopards sampled
across the Indian sub-
continent to investigate
population structure and
patterns of  demographic
decline, a CWS India
press release said.

They investigated the

demographic history of
each identified subpopu-
lations and compared ge-
netic decline analyses
with countrywide local
extinction probabilities. 

The study was conduct-
ed by Supriya Bhatt, Su-
vankar Biswas, Dr Bi-
vash Pandav, Dr Samrat
Mondol (all from
Wildlife Institute of  In-
dia) and Dr Krithi K
Karanth (Centre for
Wildlife Studies). They
collected faecal samples
and identified 56 unique
individuals using a pan-
el of  13 microsatellite
markers, and merged
this data with already
available 143 leopard in-
dividuals. The study re-
vealed population struc-
ture and recent decline
in leopards. 

75-90% decline in leopard
population in India

FP NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi

It has been a high decibel
slugfest to claim the Delhi
‘takht’, an election campaign
that has veered from the ab-
surd to the shrill with Sha-
heen Bagh protest taking
centre stage and governance
issues being relegated to the
rear -- almost diminished to
a cameo role in the poll nar-
rative, somewhat like the
Congress. 

The highly polarised elec-
tion also brought the politi-
cal discourse to a new low
with obnoxious jibes like
"desh ke gaddaro ko, goli
maaro salon ko" being the
norm. Even an innocuous
word like ‘biryani’ became
politically loaded in the viti-
ated atmospherics with the
‘shootings’ at Shaheen Bagh
capturing the optics. To that
extent, the triangular contest
is not as much about conflict-
ing ideologies as about a ref-
erendum on the Citizenship
Amendment Act.

The Election Commission
has played the impassioned
and detached leg umpire and
kept serving notices to all

and sundry to create a lev-
el playing field. Even on
Friday, a day before the vot-
ing, the EC was on its toes
and served a notice on CM
Kejriwal for posting
a video wherein he had
claimed that rival par-
ties and media chan-
nels dedicated to
them are more in-
terested in playing
communal politics, while
the AAP government wants
to ensure the city's all-round
development.

The EC said that it is "pri-
ma facie" of  the view that the
video, which has the "poten-
tial to disturb communal
harmony,’’ was a violation 
of  the Model Code of  Con-
duct. The CBI, too, had
upped the ante the previous
day by arresting a Delhi gov-
ernment officer, said to be
the Officer on Special Duty
to Deputy Chief  Minister
Manish Sisodia, in an al-
leged bribery case of  Rs 2
lakh. The BJP and the AAP
have primarily been trying
to occupy the political
space vacated by the Con-
gress and eyeing its tradi-
tional voters. 

ANOTHER FIRING

Two bike-borne men allegedly opened three rounds of fire
in the air near an anti-Citizenship Amendment Act

protest site in northeast Delhi's Jafrabad on Friday, but the
police said it appeared to be a fallout of personal enmity
and not related to the stir over the contentious law. No one
was injured in the incident.

CALL ON KIDS AT PROTESTS: 

The court has taken cognisance
on its own to "stop

involvement of children and
infants in demonstrations and
agitations in view of death of an
infant on January 30 at Shaheen
Bagh." Recently, a 12-year-old
National Bravery Award winner
wrote to the Chief Justice seeking
directions to prevent children from
participating in demonstrations as
it "amounts to cruelty".

MINI-REFERENDUM
Delhi election is not about 

AAP versus BJP; it is 
about how much importance

citizens attach to development
and issues of governance

In a rare move, word from PM’s 
speech expunged in Rajya Sabha

NEW DELHI

In a rare move, a word
from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's speech in
Rajya Sabha was ex-
punged from records.   

Rajya Sabha Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu ex-
punged the word used by
Modi on Thursday during
his reply to the discussion
on a motion thanking the
President for his address
to the joint sitting of  both
Houses of  Parliament at
the start of  the Budget ses-
sion. "Chairman was
pleased to direct expunc-
tion of  a certain portion of
the proceedings of  Rajya
Sabha dated February 6 at
about 6.20 and 6.30 pm," a
statement issued by the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat

said. Naidu routinely ex-
punges any remark found
unsuitable from Rajya Sab-
ha's records after going
through the proceedings of
the day. This has been done
on several occasions but
rarely was any remark of
Modi expunged. 

Modi had made the re-
mark as he launched a
strong defence of  the NPR
saying the country's popu-

lation register was being
updated with demograph-
ic information for better
targeting of government's
welfare schemes. 

He had targeted the op-
position Congress for mak-
ing a U-turn, saying the
party had brought the NPR
in 2010 and was later up-
dated in 2015 by adding
photographs and some bio-
metric information. 

IN THE PAST
IN 2018, some words were dropped from PM Modi's
comments on Congress leader BK Hariprasad. He had
used wordplay on Hariprasad's initials, which was seen
as derogatory.
IN 2013, some words were expunged from then prime
minister Manmohan Singh's comments in Rajya Sabha
during a heated argument with then opposition leader
Arun Jaitley. Some parts were removed from Jaitley's
remarks as well.

Kathua gang-rape & murder: SC stays JJB proceeding against juvenile
NEW DELHI: In a major development in gang-rape in Kathua, the
Supreme Court on Friday stayed the proceedings before the Juve-
nile Justice Board against a "minor"  involved in the case. The or-
der by a bench headed by Justice N.V. Ramana and comprising Jus-
tices Ajay Rastogi and V. Ramasubramanian came as the adminis-
tration contended before it that the  High Court had made an error
by affirming the order of  the trial court, which upheld the accused
as a juvenile at the commission of  the offence in 2018. 

Outrage over Pakistan
court ruling allowing men
to marry underage girls
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New Delhi/Islamabad

Men in Pakistan can
marry underage girls in
accordance with Sharia
law as long as they have
had their first menstrual
cycle, a high court in the
country has ruled. The
verdict has triggered
outrage among many on
social media.

The Sindh High Court
in Karachi on February 3
gave the ruling in the case
of  14-year-old Huma
Younus, a Catholic girl
who was abducted,
forcibly converted and
married off  to a Muslim
adult in October 2019. Her
parents went to the police
and the court seeking jus-
tice in the matter. A well-
known Pakistani journal-
ist, Naila Inayat, had last
year quoted Huma's
mother Nagina Younas as
saying, "Should Christian
mothers kill their daugh-
ters if  conversion and
kidnapping is their fate in
Pakistan?" 

Tushar Gandhi event cancelled
MUMBAI: Mahatma Gandhi's great-grandson, Tushar
Gandhi, has alleged that buckling under pressure from a
Hindutva outfit, the Modern College of  Arts, Science and
Commerce in Pune cancelled his lecture scheduled on Fri-
day as part of  a seminar on Mahatma Gandhi.

The college authorities said that although the seminar
went ahead as per schedule, Tushar Gandhi's speech was
cancelled after some students threatened that they would
stage a protest if  he came to the event. The authorities also
said that the cancellation was aimed at ensuring that no-
body makes a political statement during the event. Con-
demning the episode, state housing minister Jitendra
Awhad tweeted, "Not allowing Tushar Gandhi to speak be-
cause some Gandhi haters objected is ridiculous and
should be condemned. The Pune police should not have al-
lowed this to happen, it's unfortunate."

SC SAYS
CAT IS

OUT OF
THE BAG

The Supreme Court
on Friday said it

would hear pleas
seeking removal of
anti-CAA protestors
from Shaheen Bagh on
February 10, after the
Delhi Assembly
elections, as it did not
want to "influence" the
polls. When the
petitioner persisted
and argued
postponement meant
the case would not be
heard till after the
election, Justice SK
Kaul replied in a lighter
vein: "The cat is out of
the bag... that is the
exact reason why we
are adjourning". "We
understand there is a
problem and we have
to see how to resolve
it. We will take it up
on Monday. We will be
in a better position by
then," said the bench
comprising justices S K
Kaul and K M Joseph.


