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Is Amit Shah joining the gov-
ernment or will he continue
to head the party? The matter
is being debated internally,
an NDTV report said. 

A section feels it does not
make sense to replace Amit
Shah as party chief just
when big elections in
Haryana, Jharkhand, Maha-
rashtra, West Bengal and
Delhi are looming on the
horizon. Winning these
states is important for the
BJP if  it wants to improve
its position in the Rajya
Sabha. At present, the rul-
ing coalition has 99 mem-
bers in the 250-member
upper house.

Sources also said most of
the outgoing ministers will
be retained. They have in-
cidentally been told to pre-
pare a 100-day blueprint of
what they plan to do in the
first three months of  NDA-

2. Some contestants who
fought the national election
and lost could also be accom-
modated.

There may be some change
in the big four ministries -
Home, Finance, Defence and
Foreign Ministry. There is
much discussion around the
finance ministry; Arun Jait-
ley, who is unwell, is unlikely
to return as FM, adds NDTV.

Two TMC MLAs...
"She will stick to her chair at all costs till people decide
to remove her," he said, claiming that in the assembly
polls, which are due in 2021, her party will struggle to
emerge to get the status of  the opposition party. 

The TMC had won 211 of  the assembly's 294 seats in
2016. The BJP had won only three seats, but has since
emerged as the principal challenger to her. A party
needs to win at least 10 per cent of  seats to be officially
recognised as the main opposition party.  "People are
fleeing the TMC to join the BJP. Many more will join in
the coming weeks," Roy said. With over 50 councillors
joining the BJP, the party has got a majority in at least
three municipal councils.  Vijaywargiya noted that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had said in a speech
during his campaign that over 40 TMC MLAs are in
touch with the BJP and many regional party leaders are
feeling suffocated due to Banerjee's "dictatorial" func-
tioning. "We want her government to continue till 2021,
but if  it falls due to her doings, then we cannot help it,"
he said in a swipe at her. Mukul Roy also rejected the
TMC's claim that the BJP was practising horse-trading
by luring its leaders. Many MLAs of other parties, in-
cluding the Congress, have joined the TMC due to
"horse-trading", he countered.  

Mukul Roy is seen to be instrumental in engineering
the defection of  TMC leaders to the BJP and, political
watchers believe, he is one of  the key architects of  the
party's best ever Lok Sabha election show in the state,
where Banerjee is in power since 2011. In the polls, the
TMC's tally fell to 22 seats from 34, while the BJP's
zoomed to 18 from two. 

Rajesh Rajora become...
Reddy would continue with his charge of  Water Re-

sources Department. Manohar Dubey, commissioner,
Sagar division, has been posted as secretary to Governor.
The post of  secretary to Governor was vacant since retire-
ment of  DD Agarwal on April 30.  
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10 NATION 12 dead as vehicles collide in Jodhpur
JODHPUR: Twelve people, including two children, died when two vehicles collided head-on in
Rajasthan's Jodhpur district, police said on Tuesday. The incident occurred near Agolai village in
Balesar area, 73 km west of Jodhpur city, on Monday night. The collision was so intense that the
heads of two passengers were severed and some of them got badly stuck in the mangled vehicles,
an officer said. Ten people died on the spot, while two succumbed to injuries in a hospital. FREEPRESS
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News in Brief

15 security personnel injured in
Jharkhand IED blast 
RANCHI: At least 15 security personnel were injured
when Maoists detonated an improvised explosive device
(IED) in Jharkhand on Tuesday, police said. The IED hit a
vehicle of the security personnel while they were on
patrol duty in the forest area of Rai Sindri hill in Seraikela
district. After the blast, Maoist guerrillas started firing at
the security forces. The injured personnel were airlifted
to Ranchi for treatment. "The IED had been planted to
influence the recently concluded Lok Sabha elections. The
security personnel were returning after patrolling when
the blast took place," Jharkhand Director General of
Police D.K. Pandey told the media.

Harsimrat wants Modi to take up Guru
Nanak palace demolition issue with Pak
CHANDIGARH: Shiromani Akali Dal MP from Bathinda,
Harsimrat Kaur Badal on Tuesday urged Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to strongly take up with his Pakistan
counterpart Imran Khan the issue of partial demolition of
Guru Nanak Palace in Pakistan's Punjab province. "I join
the #Sikh community in condemning the demolition of
historical #GuruNanakPalace in #Pakistan's #Punjab
province by some vandals in connivance with Auqaf
authorities. As #Sikhs are deeply anguished, I urge
@narendramodi ji to strongly take it up with Pak PM
@ImranKhanPTI (Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf),” she tweeted. 

Teacher awarded life term for
sodomising over 25 boys
Jaipur: A court here on Tuesday awarded life
imprisonment to a tutor for sodomising over 25 minor
boy students over a period of six years. Ramiz Raja was
convicted under sections of the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, the Indian Penal
Code and the Information Technology Act by the POCSO
court-3. Magistrate Rajesh Kumar awarded life
imprisonment to the teacher under the POCSO act. "Raja
sodomised the students who used to go to his home for
tuition classes. He made video clippings of the crime and
had been asking the students to bring money for him," the
counsel of one of the victims, Aslam Khan, said.  

Girls outshine boys in Maha HSC exams
PUNE: Girls have outperformed boys in the class 12
examination in Maharashtra, results for which were
announced on Tuesday. Girls have secured a pass
percentage of 90.25 per cent against 82.40 per cent of
boys in the Higher Secondary Certificate (HSC)
examination conducted by the Maharashtra State Board
for Secondary and Higher Secondary Education
(MSBSHSE) in February-March 2019. The total pass
percentage stood at 85.88% this year, announced board
chairperson Shakuntala Kale. A total of 1423503 students
had registered for the exam of which 1421936 students
appeared, and 1221159 of them passed. Among the
divisions, Konkan secured the highest pass percentage at
93.23 per cent. 

Armed men attack police party, free convict 
CHANDIGARH: Three motorcycle-borne men opened
fire at police personnel in Karnal on Tuesday and managed
to free from custody a convict they were transporting from
a court, officials said. The daring daylight raid took place
when the police party was transporting the convict to
Yamunanagar from Karnal after a hearing. Two policemen
were injured in the attack, they said. Sunil (23), alias Kheera,
a resident of Panipat, is a convict in a dacoity case and was
undergoing trial in five other cases of heinous crimes, an
official spokesperson said here. "He was freed by three
assailants, who shot and injured two police officials escorting
him at New Bus Stand, Indri Road Karnal," he said. 

RPF personnel injured in an IED blast triggered by Naxals
Seraikela Kharsawan district being airlifted for treatment in
Ranchi on Tuesday PTI 

AGENCIES
Guntur 

Nearly a week after the
crushing defeat in the
Andhra Pradesh Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections,
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
President N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Tuesday asked
party members not be to
disheartened by the loss.

The outgoing Chief  Minis-
ter along with his wife Nara
Bhuvaneswari and son
Nara Lokesh participated
in 97th birth anniversary
celebrations of  his father-
in-law and party founder
N.T. Rama Rao at the TDP
office in Guntur.

Addressing the party lead-
ers and workers after hoist-
ing the party flag, Naidu
asked them not to get de-

moralized. Paying rich trib-
utes to NTR, as the late
leader was popularly
known, Naidu said he
brought honour and recog-
nition to Telugu people at
the national and even inter-
national level.

He advised party leaders
to follow the footsteps of
NTR, who despite electoral
defeats did not lose self-con-
fidence and played the role
of  a constructive opposi-

tion. He recalled that NTR
was the pioneer of  the
welfare schemes. 

Naidu said during the last
four days many people
came to him and said they
had stood by the party for
over three decades and they
would remain so even in fu-
ture. Stating that the party
was more important for
him than the family, Naidu
said he would stand by the
party workers. The 69-year-

old announced that he will
come to TDP office in Gun-
tur every day and will be
available to party leaders
and workers for three
hours. Naidu called for ana-
lyzing the election results.

TDP’s Andhra Pradesh
unit chief  Kala Venkat Rao,
MP Galla Jayadev and sen-
ior leaders Kodela
Sivaprasada Rao and Y. Ra-
makrishnudu attended
the celebrations.

Naidu asks TDP cadres
not to be disheartened

REDDY INVITES TDP CHIEF FOR SWEARING-IN
AMARAVATI: YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) leader and Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister-designate Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Tuesday invited TDP chief N. Chandrababu Naidu for his
swearing-in ceremony. Reddy called Naidu on the phone to invite
him to the ceremony slated to be held on Thursday, TDP sources
said. Reddy was also learned to have sought the outgoing Chief
Minister’s advise and suggestions for the state’s development. The
YSRCP chief is inviting leaders of various parties to the ceremony.

Will Shah remain
party boss? 

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Ram Vilas Paswan will be
the Lok Janshakti Party’s
representative in Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Council of  Ministers, his
son and Parliamentary Par-
ty chief  Chirag Paswan
said here on Tuesday. Ad-
dressing a press conference
after the party’s Parliamen-
tary Board meeting, Chirag Paswan
said he himself  was not inclined to be-
come a minister as he wanted to focus
on Bihar Assembly elections slated next
year.

“We have passed a resolution that Ram

Vilas Paswanji will rep-
resent our party in the
Union Cabinet,” he said.
Ram Vilas Paswan was
Food Minister in the
previous government
led by Modi. “It is a big
responsibility to be-
come a minister. You
need experience. I had
turned down similar of-
fer in 2014 too,” Chirag
said.

He, however, evaded an answer when
asked what if  the LJP is given a second
ministerial birth. “We will see what to
do when it happens,” he replied. LJP
won six of  the seven Lok Sabha seats it
contested.

LJP says Ram Vilas to be its
representative in Modi cabinet

AGENCIES
Kolkata

A day after ADG CID Rajeev
Kumar failed to appear for
questioning in connection with
the Saradha chit fund scam,
the CBI on Tuesday sent some
“documents” to his office,
sources said. The documents
were submitted at Kumar’s of-
fice at Bhawani Bhawan in the
southern part of  Kolkata by
CBI officials, they said without
elaborating.

“This is not a summons but
some necessary documents in
connection with an investiga-
tion,” a source said, dismissing
reports that fresh summons
were issued to the officer. Ku-
mar, a former Kolkata police
commissioner, had skipped a
meeting with CBI officials on
Monday despite being sum-
moned by the agency for ques-
tioning in connection with the
scam. He is now serving as ad-
ditional director general of  po-
lice in the CID. 

CBI sends documents to ADG
CID Rajeev Kumar’s office

FP NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai

The sanskari wardrobe police
seemed to be on the prowl on
social media on Monday. Ac-
tresses Mimi Chakraborty and
Nusrat Jahan, Trinamool Con-
gress candidates who success-
fully contested the Lok Sabha
elections from West Bengal,
found themselves on the re-
ceiving end on social media for
their outfits on their first visit
to Parliament.

Mimi, who contested from Ja-
davpur, wore a white shirt,
denims and sneakers, while
Nusrat, who was elected from
Basirhat, wore a plum-
coloured ensemble.

“Seriously? This is how you
pose in front of  Parliament?
This is not some film shooting.
Get real, girl,” admonished
one. “Parliament is not a photo
studio,” said another, while
one user simply slammed her
saying, “she is not suitable for
the position”.

Another comment read: “You
should wear some Indian attire
in Parliament. You are going
for people not for movie pro-
motions. And keep some re-
spect towards your Bengali so-
ciety.”

“Wear sari in Parliament.
You look like a tourist there,”
one netizen wrote on Nusrat's
image, highlighting the stereo-

types attached to women politi-
cians in India.

However, there were also
some bouquets for the
duo. One user praised
Nusrat for her “atti-
tude”. Another con-
gratulated her on her
victory and encour-
aged her to “work like a
lioness”.

This is not the first
time that a woman
politician has had to
face people’s wrath for
her choice of  clothes.
Earlier this year, when
Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra’s display picture
on Twitter changed,
from a sari-clad look to
one in a pair of  jeans,
there was a huge de-
bate on social media.

Sanskaris throw fit over TMC’s
star MPs’ western outfits

Lokpal launches contest for motto, logo
NEW DELHI: The newly created anti-corruption om-
budsman, Lokpal, has launched a competition for its logo
and motto, official said on Tuesday. It has sought entries
and is offering a cash prize of  Rs 25,000, they said. Lokpal
is a statutory body constituted under The Lokpal and
Lokayuktas Act 2013 to enquire into allegations of  cor-
ruption against certain categories of  public servants/
functionaries.  


