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Conspiracy charges framed...
All six were granted bail by CBI special judge S K Yadav
on a personal bond of Rs 50,000 each after rejecting the
CBI's opposition to their bail plea. The court will resume
hearing on Wednesday.

The accused, who spent nearly three hours in the court,
had sought discharge for the offence of criminal conspir-
acy, which the judge rejected. The charge of conspiracy is
in addition to the existing charges against them for pro-
moting enmity between different groups on grounds of re-
ligion for which they are already facing trial. The apex
court had while restoring the charge of criminal conspir-
acy, directed clubbing of two cases relating to the demoli-
tion. The court had also ordered that the trial be conclud-
ed in two years. Besides the six, conspiracy charges were
also framed against Ramvilas Vedanti, Baikunth Lal
Sharma, Champat Rai Bansal, Mahant Nritya Gopaldas,
Dharam Das and Satish Pradhan -- all of whom were al-
legedly present when the 16th-century structure in Ayod-
hya was pulled down on December 6, 1992.

The counsel for the accused argued against the framing
of charges and pleaded not guilty, saying they had no role
in the razing of the mosque.The accused were asked to ap-
pear before the court for framing of charges in the light of
the Supreme Court order last month. After Advani, Joshi
and Bharti failed to turn up on May 25 and 26, the special
court had said no further application for an adjournment
or exemption from personal appearance would be enter-
tained. The court had on May 26 fixed the hearing for
Tuesday. The Supreme Court had called the destruction of
the mosque a "crime" which shook the "secular fabric of
the Constitution" while allowing the CBI's plea seeking
restoration of the criminal conspiracy charge against Ad-
vani and others. The CBI had charge-sheeted 21 people in
the case. Many of them, including Shiv Sena supremo Bal
Thackeray and the VHP's Acharya Giriraj Kishore, Ashok
Singhal, Paramhans Ram Chandra Das and Mahant
Avaidhynath, have since died. They were all named in an
FIR for allegedly instigating a mob which climbed atop the
mosque and tore it down, triggering large-scale commu-
nal clashes across the country which left hundreds dead
and many more wounded. - PTI

IAS officer drowns…
Ashish’s family demanded a thorough probe in the mat-

ter. His uncle Kuldeep said that he was an ace swimmer
and had crossed a five kilometre stretch across Bhakra
Nangal dam. While he was posted as a Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police in Himachal Pradesh, he had even won
a gold medal in swimming, Kudeep told PTI. He said that
Ashish wanted to be an IAS officer and serve people. He
appeared for the UPSC examination and qualified for the
Indian Revenue Service. He served in the Customs and
Central Excise till last year and then qualified for the IAS.
He had finished his training from Mussoorie recently and
was supposed to join duty in Srinagar. Before going their
separate paths, Ashish and his friends had planned to
have a reunion in Delhi. He was married for three years.
His wife Pragya is a doctor and is preparing for UPSC ex-
amination. Police said that a medical board comprising
three doctors carried out the post-mortem. The entire pro-
cedure was videographed. Police also made the family
members talk to the doctors who carried out the autopsy.
The doctors told them that the death was caused due to
drowning but a final report will affirm the initial findings.
The viscera has been preserved in order to ascertain
whether he had consumed alcohol. PTI
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Punjab govt approves fin aid to
women acid attack victims

Chandigarh

The Captain Amarinder
Singh cabinet on Tuesday
decided to provide Rs 8,000
as financial aid to women
victims of the acid attacks.

The cabinet also took a
slew of other important de-
cisions including gave its
nod for formulation of a new
policy to provide compensa-

tion to the martyrs from the
Army, the para military
forces, the Punjab Police and
to the victims of accidents or
fire incidents.

It also decided to rename
the ‘Shagun Scheme’ as
‘Ashirwad scheme’. Under
the ‘Shagun scheme’ finan-
cial help of Rs 15,000 is pro-
vided for marriage of daugh-
ter, who is above 18 years, to

poor families of Punjab.
Under the proposed ‘The

Punjab Financial Assistance
to Acid Victims Scheme
2017’, women victims of acid
attacks will be provided Rs
8,000 per month per head aid
by the Department of Social
Security and Development of
Women and Children, Pun-
jab, an official spokesman
said here.

Terrorism poses grave threat
to future generations: Modi

Berlin

Warning that terrorism
poses a grave threat to fu-
ture generations, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said forces of hu-
manity should come togeth-
er to combat the menace as
India and Germany vowed
to take "strong measures"
against those who encour-
age, support and finance it.
He made the remarks after
over an hour-long wide-
ranging talks with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
on a host of key issues like
trade, skill development
and climate change.

"The pace of development
of our relations is fast, di-
rection positive and desti-
nation clear. Germany will
always find India as power-
ful, prepared and capable
partner," Modi said at a

joint press interaction
with Merkel. After the
talks, the two sides signed
12 MOUs/agreements in
fields like cyber policy, de-
velopment initiatives, sus-
tainable urban develop-
ment, continued develop-
ment of cluster managers
and skill development, dig-
italisation, railway securi-
ty and promoting vocation-
al training.

The two sides also issued
a joint statement after Modi
and Merkel held the fourth
India-Germany Intergov-
ernmental Consultations
(IGC). The two leaders un-
derlined their common con-
cern about the threat and
global reach of terrorism
and extremism while con-
demning terrorist violence
in all its forms and mani-
festations, the joint state-
ment said. PTI

● ABHILASH KHANDEKAR

New Delhi

Modi government's slogan
of 'sabka saath, sabka
vikas' is just not a political
slogan but the government
is actually working for the
uplift of all strata of the so-
ciety, including the feeble,
elder people, the backwards
and those with physical dis-
abilities.

Speaking to Free Press af-
ter a media interaction,
Thawarchand Gehlot,
Union minister for social
justice and empowerment
said that for the first time
his government was trying
to give Constitutional cover
to the large section of back-
ward classes in the country
through the proposed Na-
tional Commission for
Backward Classes. “The
new National Commission
for Backward Classes will
repeal the existing Nation-
al Backward Class Commis-
sion because it does not
have the powers of listen-
ing to the grievances of
OBCs”, he said.

It was in 1953 that Kaka
Kalelkar Commission had
been formed by Pt Jawahar-
lal Nehru and later in 1978,

the Janata government had
formed the Mandal Com-
mission under Article 340
for looking into the condi-
tions of socially and educa-
tionally backward classes.
But VP Singh implemented
the Mandal Commission
recommendations and
eventually lost his govern-
ment in the unending polit-
ical fire that was sparked
off following the implemen-
tation by his government.
Mandal commission was
wound up in 1980 but Singh
had reopened it in 1989,
only to dig his own grave.

Gehlot stayed clear of any
controversy and said that
the new commission was
meant only for the better-
ment and for redressing the
grievances and complaints
of other backward classes
as the new body would have
powers of a Civil Court for
this purpose. At present the
work related to grievances
was being done by the SC

Commission but not satis-
factorily, he said, adding a
Parliamentary Committee
too had recommended it
some time ago.

Known to be close to the
PM and said to be in the
race for a promotion in the
next few weeks, Gehlot told
media persons that his min-
istry was also trying to look
after the well-being of over
11 crore elder people
through various schemes,
besides for the sanitation
workers with additional fi-
nancial support since the
last three years.

However, what is political-

ly significant is the cre-
ation of a new commission
for backward classes which
were said to be voters of ei-
ther a regional outfit like
BSP or at national level,
with the Congress for many
years but weaned away by
the BJP slowly.

The country already has a
commission dealing with
the scheduled castes (under
Article 338 of the Constitu-
tion) and another one for
the scheduled tribes (under
article 338 A) and now the
BJP, in its efforts to reach
out to all the sections of the
society, has proposed Con-
stitutional amendment for
the backward classes.

The cabinet minister said
that while last month the
two bills related to the pro-
posed national commission
had been passed by the Lok
Sabha, the Rajya Sabha had
sent it to select committee
for further examination but
he hoped soon it would be

ratified by the Upper House
and the commission would
be constituted.

Though he tried to under-
play its political benefits,
Gehlot said that the coun-
try had many castes cov-
ered under the backward
classes and it was Prime
Minister Modi's concern
that socially and education-
ally backward classes be
protected by Constitution
and thus the bills had been
moved in the Parliament.

The existing NCBC was
constituted in 1993 in pur-
suance of the Supreme
Court's judgement and di-
rections in the Indra Sawh-
ney case but it had a limited
function of recommending
to the Union Government
the inclusion and exclusion
of castes and communities
in central list of OBCs and
therefore it was of no great
use for the OBCs.

Gehlot said that as a Con-
stitutional entity, the pro-

posed backward classes
commission, once formed,
would do a lot of good for
the under privileged people
across the country with
state governments who
will also have a greater say
in notifying castes and com-
munities in the central List.
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FIRST TIME GOVT IS TRYING TO GIVE CONSTITUTIONAL
COVER TO LARGE SECTION OF OBC: GEHLOT

Not Mandal but a commission
for backward classes

Cow vigilantism, hate
crimes show state in

bad light: Raje
Jaipur

Chief Minister Vasund-
haraRaje has admitted that
recent crimes, including
those by cow vigilantes,
against minorities in the
state show Rajasthan in a
bad light, but stressed that
firm action will be taken
against those behind the vi-
olence.

“The law of the land pre-
vails in Rajasthan, and the
government will ensure the
culprits are brought to
book,” she said.

In April, ‘gaurakshaks’ or
cow vigilantes lynched a 55-
year-old cattle trader, Pehlu
Khan, in Alwar and injured
four of his companions.
Khan later succumbed to
injuries. A month later, the
desert state hit the head-
lines again when a video —
showing Sikh men alleged-
ly being thrashed by vil-
lagers in Ajmer — sur-
faced.

NGT slams Haryana govt over
dumping of waste in Aravallis

New Delhi: The National Green Tribunal on Tuesday
slammed the Haryana government and its civic bodies over
disposal of industrial waste and construction debris in the
Aravalli forests on the Gurgaon-Faridabad road.

“Aravalli hill is a forest area. How can you make it a dump-
ing site? How could you allow the leachate to accumulate at
Bandhwari sewage treatment plant?

“We had asked you to take action. Why don’t you do some-
thing? Let there be some constructive suggestion,” a bench
headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar said
while directing the official concerned from the municipal cor-
poration to be present before it. The observations came after
several residents from nearby villages appeared before the
tribunal and alleged water contamination in their area.

They told the NGT that continued dumping of waste at the
Bandhwari landfill site had led a stream of dirty black water
or leachate into the Aravalli forest, polluting the aquifers
around both Delhi and Gurgaon.


