
MP has highest...
A low sex ratio at birth clearly points at sex-specific
abortions, say experts.  The dropout rate for girls in MP
at the secondary (classes 9-10) level is 21.8, which is way
above the national average of  15.1. Among major states,
only Bihar and Odisha are worse off  than Madhya
Pradesh in this respect. 

NO PAYMENTS MADE- None of  the Ladli Laxmis
has turned 21 or even 18 and so none has got the final
payment of  Rs one lakh. Their parents only have
papers. The scheme's impact will become visible only
after the release of  the final instalment begins.  -
Raghvendra Singh, Secretary, Parhit Sanstha, Gwalior

SC sets aside...
The petitioners have said that they represent the inter-
est of  about seven lakh families who are involved in the
process of  manufacture and sale of  fireworks and are
involved in the fireworks industry in one manner or
another. They said if  a blanket ban is imposed in this
season on the sale and use of  firecrackers in West
Bengal, the sellers and manufacturers will have to suf-
fer irreparable losses which may "lead to a complete
shutdown of  the firecracker industry altogether". The
High Court in its order had said that the expression
"firecrackers" will cover all types of  sparklers as well as
other similar materials, whether or not their bursting
or burning involves any sound or light generation. The
order had stated, "The state should ensure that there is
no use or display or bursting of  firecrackers of  any
type at all during Kali Puja, Diwali celebrations as well
as Chhath Puja, Jagadhatri Puja, Guru Nanak's
Birthday and Christmas and New Year's Eve celebra-
tions this year." It said that only wax or oil-based diyas
may be used for the occasions. On October 29, the top
court had said celebration cannot be at the cost of  oth-
ers' health and clarified that while there is no total ban
on the use of  firecrackers, fireworks that contain
Barium salts are prohibited. It had warned that top offi-
cials at various levels shall be held personally liable for
any lapses. The top court had said it is unfortunate that
despite various directions issued by it there is a blatant
violation going on.

Police recruitment-12...
After investigation, the CBI filed a supplementary
charge-sheet against 11 accused including candidates,
middlemen and impersonators. The Trial Court found
the five accused guilty and acquitted other five accused.
One accused expired during the trial.

Man held on...
Babar Azam is the Pakistan team's captain in the T20
World Cup championship. Farooq's comments came after
Khan in his Facebook post said "even though Pakistan
has won the match, India has won our hearts" along with
pictures of  captains of  both the teams, the FIR said quot-
ing the complaint. According to the complainants,
Farooq's post in favour of  the neighbouring country after
India's defeat hurt the sentiments of patriots and falls
under the charge of  sedition, the FIR said. In the past one
week, a number of  people were arrested or detained in
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan on similar charges. On
October 24, Pakistan defeated India by 10 wickets in a
Super 12 game for their first win in 13 attempts over the
arch-rivals India in the World Cup match. 

Same sex Karwa...
The awareness programme was being carried out by

the National Legal Services Authority, headed by the
senior-most judge Justice UU Lalit, in collaboration
with National Commission for Women and UP State Le-
gal Services Authority. Justice Chandrachud said that
awareness about the rights of  women could truly be
meaningful if  it is created among the younger genera-
tion of  men. “Awareness is not only a woman's issue. I
believe that the deprivation of  rights of  women if  we
have to find an answer to them, the origin must be in the
changing of  mindset, both of  men and women. True
freedom for women, in other words, is truly intersec-
tional,” the judge remarked. He further said that there
are real-life situations that show that there is a great di-
vergence between ideals of  the law and the real state of
society. He said that even though legislations like the do-
mestic violence act, prevention of  sexual harassment at
the workplace act have been enacted to achieve the goal
of  fulfilling the constitutional rights of  women, the
judges come across injustice against women every day.
Justice Chandrachud stated that the entitlements which
the law has created for women should not become a ruse
or an excuse for perpetuating the domination of  men.
The apex court judge said the Constitution of  India is a
transformative document that seeks to remedy the
structural inequalities rooted in patriarchy. “It has be-
come a powerful tool to secure material entitlements
and provide public affirmations of  dignity and equality
of  women,” he added. 

Modi sets 2070...
"Today the entire world acknowledges that India is the
only big economy in the world that has delivered both ‘in
letter and spirit' on its Paris commitments. We are mak-
ing all possible efforts in a resolute manner. We are
working hard and we will show results,” the Prime Min-
ister said in a much-anticipated address. Presenting the
country's national statement at the Summit, Modi listed
out five commitments of  India to combat climate change
with a bold announcement that it will achieve the target
of  net zero emissions by the year 2070. He also raised the
Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) of  achiev-
ing 450 giga watt non-fossil energy capacity to 500 giga
watt. "India will increase its non-fossil energy capacity
to 500 giga watt by 2030; India will fulfil 50 per cent of  its
energy requirements from renewable energy sources by
2030. Between now and 2030, India will reduce its total
projected carbon emissions by 1 billion tonnes and by
2030; India will reduce the carbon intensity of  its econ-
omy by 45 per cent and India will achieve the target of
net zero by 2070,” the prime minister said. "These five
elixirs will be an unprecedented contribution by India
towards climate action," he added. Modi also called for
lifestyle changes which can go a long way in tackling cli-
mate change and urged to make 'Lifestyle for Environ-
ment' a global mission.

Men-in-Blue don't...
Meanwhile, Gambhir's opening partner Virender
Sehwag mentioned that India's body language wasn't
great in the game against New Zealand and they need
some serious introspection. ''Very disappointing from
India. NZ were amazing. India's body language wasn't
great, poor shot selection and like few times in the past,
New Zealand have virtually ensured we won't make it to
the next stage. This one will hurt India and time for
some serious introspection #IndvsNZ, '' Sehwag said in
a tweet. India have three matches remaining in the tour-
nament and another loss will confirm their early exit
from the competition. The Men in Blue will have to win
their remaining matches by big margins to ensure their
net run rate can be improved and they stand a chance at
qualifying. They will next face Afghanistan in their
third match on November 3 in Abu Dhabi in the hope of
turning their campaign around in the mega event.
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14 NATION Abhishek Banerjee to visit Goa on Nov 10
KOLKATA: After West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, TMC national secretary Abhishek
Banerjee to visit Goa on November 10. According to TMC sources, Abhishek is scheduled to attend
several meetings in Goa. Notably, last week Mamata Banerjee visited Goa and urged people to give a
chance to Trinamool Congress to bring back 'democracy' in Goa. Meanwhile, Goa TMC leadership
including on Monday took on dig at the ruling BJP government in Goa for the deteriorating infrastructure
and the horrible condition of roads that were the root cause of multiple deaths owing to road accidents.
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‘MISSION CLEAN’ TO CURB SAND
MINING, LIQUOR, DRUG TRADE

CHANDIGARH: Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Singh Channi
on Sunday announced “Mission Clean” in a meeting held
with all the deputy commissioners and the senior
superintendents of police (SSPs) of the state. 

During the meeting, Singh directed officials to adopt a
“'zero tolerance'” policy against corruption and take strict
action against the sand, drug and liquor mafia.

“Chief Minister Charanjit Channi directs civil and police
administration of the state to launch ‘Mission Clean’ by
taking strict action against drug, sand and liquor mafia
besides ensuring zero tolerance for corruption,” tweeted the
chief minister’s office (CMO).

The Chief Minister also directed the mining department to
ensure that sand and gravel should be available in the
market at government rates while directing DCs and SSPs to
keep a check on it. He also asked the mining department to
ensure that no charges are levied on sand being used by
panchayats for development works.

1 month on, APS
Deol resigns 

as Punjab’s AG

A little over a month after his
appointment as the Punjab’s

top officer, Advocate-General APS
Deol tendered his resignation on
Monday. Deol, 61, was appointed
to the top post on September 27
following the departure of Atul
Nanda, who stepped down as
Advocate-General after the
resignation of Captain Amarinder
Singh as chief minister of Punjab.
It is important to note that Punjab
Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu,
along with several other party
leaders in the state, had objected
to APS Deol’s appointment.

To slash tariff by `3/unit for domestic consumers
CHANDIGARH: The Punjab
cabinet on Monday decided
to slash power tariff  by Rs3
per unit for domestic con-
sumers, a move which com -
es just months ahead of the
Assembly polls and will put
a burden of  Rs3,316 crore
yearly on the exchequer.

The announcement was
made by Punjab Chief  Minis-
ter Charanjit Singh Channi
(pic) after the Cabinet meet.

“We are reducing power
tariff  by Rs3 per unit for do-
mestic consumers,” Channi
told the media in Chandi-
garh. It is a “big Diwali gift”
for people. The decision will
come into effect immediate-
ly, the Punjab CM said.

11% DA FOR STATE EMPLOYEES

The Punjab Government on Monday announced an
11% hike in the dearness allowance (DA) for the state
government employees. “On the occasion of Diwali, I

wanted to give a gift to the state govt employees. They
would have never had such a gift till date. The employees
were on strike even before I became the CM. I spoke with
them this morning," CM Channi was quoted saying.

Channi tries to outsmart
Kejriwal in ‘power’ play

� Sidhu opposed the
appointment of Deol as AG.

� Deol represented former DGP
Saini in 2015 sacrilege cases.

� Advocate-General had to be
changed, Navjot Kaur Sidhu told
reporters on Monday.

FALLOUT?

SRINAGAR: PDP Presi-
dent Mehbooba Mufti was
on Monday put under
house arrest to stop her
from visiting Anantnag to
meet the family of  a youth
who was killed in cross-firing be-
tween security forces and mili-

tants last week, a party
leader claimed.

The Peoples Democrat-
ic Party leader claimed
the police have locked the
main gate of  Mehbooba

Mufti’s house. A police official
said the PDP chief  was not al-

lowed to visit Anantnag due to se-
curity reasons. Shahid Ahmad
was killed in an exchange of  fire
between CRPF men and militants
in Shopian district on October 24,
as per police. Mehbooba was put
under house arrest at her
Fairview residence in Gupkar.

PDP claims Mehbooba placed under house arrest 

Shah throws open
elevated corridor

FP CORRESPODENT
Ahmedabad

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday
threw open an elevated cor-
ridor on the national high-
way between Sarkhej in
Ahmedabad and state capi-
tal Gandhinagar, which is
not only an important road
connecting the two key
cities but has also come to
represent a plush integral
part of  Ahmedabad city.

With this 2.36-km-long ele-
vated corridor between
Ahmedabad’s Gota flyover
and the Science City flyover
on the highway, the traffic
movement is expected to
considerably ease on this
busiest stretch in the city.

PANAJI: AAP national con-
vener Arvind Kejriwal on
Monday promised free pil-
grimage to various religious
centres, including Ayodhya
and Ajmer Sharif, if  his par-
ty is voted to power in Goa in
the Assembly poll due in next
February, which he said is a
“third guarantee” being giv-
en by AAP to Goans.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Kejriwal alleged
the BJP was trying to protect
Goa chief  minister Pramod
Sawant despite allegations of
corruption being levelled
against him by former gover-
nor Satya Pal Malik. “When
we announce the poll guar-
antees, people ask me from
where will I get funds. For-
mer governor Sat ya Pal Ma-
lik has given a reply to it,”
the Delhi chief  minister said. 

The governor has said dur-
ing his 1-year tenure (in
Goa), he saw a largescale cor-
ruption, Kejriwal said while
referring to Malik’s recent
interview to a news channel.
PC draws analogy with
cricket to slam rising fuel
prices: Petrol and diesel
prices in the country have

perhaps crossed the century
mark as the Modi govern-
ment thinks not too many
centuries are being scored in
cricket these days, former
Union finance minister P
Chidambaram quipped.

In a press meet in Panaji, he
said it was surprising the
Central government raised
fuel prices even during the
festive occasion of  Diwali.

“Today — unexpectedly, be-
cause I thought on the eve of
Diwali, they wouldn’t do this
— the govt has once again an-
nounced an increase in pri -
ces. As of  yesterday (Sunday)
night, the prices of  petrol
and diesel have tou ched un-
precedented levels. It (petrol)
is Rs115 per litre in Mumbai
and Rs 120 in some places in
Rajasthan like (Sri) Gan-
ganagar. In Goa, it is Rs106 a
litre,” Chidambaram said.

Free pilgrimage to Ayodhya,
other spots if AAP wins: Kejri

GOAN DIARY

PARRIKAR’S SON
STAKES CLAIM

TO PANAJI SEAT 
PANAJI: Utpal Parrikar, the son
of late Goa chief minister
Manohar Parrikar, on Monday
said he wanted to contest his
maiden election from Panaji
Assembly seat, which was

represented by his father, as a
BJP nominee. “I have already
conveyed to the party about my
desire to contest (poll) from
Panaji,” he told reporters. asked
if he would contest as an
Independent candidate in the
event of BJP denying him a
ticket for the poll, due next
February, Utpal said, “I am
confident the party will give me
a ticket. I am holding talks with
them. I am in constant touch
with BJP.”

LUCKNOW: Congress leaders
have slammed Uttar Pradesh
Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath
for his comment the party is not
appointing a common woman
as party president, and ques-
tioned why there is no cabinet-
rank woman minister in the
state.

Yogi during a private media
interaction a few days ago had
asked, “Why is Congress not ap-
pointing a common woman as
the party chief?”

Congress spokesperson Su p -
riya Shrinate said, “Yogiji you
are upset about Priyan kaji’s de-
cision to give 40% tickets to
women. You had opposed the
women quota Bill in Parlia-
ment, you don’t have any wo -
man cabinet minister in your
council, you want to control
women power. Better change
your mindset.”

Yogi’s cabinet has 3 women
ministers — Swati Singh, Gulab
Devi and Neelima Katiyar, who
have MoS rank. Singh is MoS
with independent charge of
women and child welfare. Gulab
Devi is MoS for secondary edu-
cation. Neelima Katiyar is MoS
for higher education, science
and technology. Ahead of  the
Assembly poll, Congress is try-
ing hard to woo the wo men who
form half  of  the UP population.

RUN-UP TO UP POLLS

‘Why UP has no cabinet-rank woman minister’

Farmer leader Rakesh
Tikait on Monday

warned the Centre has time
till November 26 to repeal
the contentious farm laws,
after which farmer protests
around Delhi would be in-
tensified.

“The central government
has time till November 26,
after that, from November
27, farmers will reach the
border at the movement
sites around Delhi on trac-
tors from villages and

strengthen the tents at the
movement site with solid
fortifications,” Tikait, the
BKU national spokesper-
son, tweeted in Hindi.

Cong makes manifesto for women too
Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on

Monday said her party has prepared a separate mani-
festo for women for the upcoming Uttar Pradesh assembly
poll, and promised them free LPG cylinders and travel in
government buses if  voted to power.

Priyanka Gandhi, who is also the Congress’ Uttar
Pradesh in-charge, had last month announced that her
pa rty will give 40% tickets to women in the poll slated
for early next year, saying the decision is aimed at mak-
ing wo men, who constitute roug h ly half  the vote bank,
a “full-fledged partner in power”. “My dear sisters of  Ut-
tar Pradesh, your day is full of  struggles. Understand-
ing this, the Congress party has prepared a separate
manifesto for women,” Vadra said in a tweet in Hindi.

Tikait: Repeal 3 farm
laws by Nov 26 or face ire


