
Delhi's AAP govt gives nod to
prosecute Umar , Sharjeel 

New Delhi: The Delhi
government has grant-
ed prosecution sanc-
tion against former
Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity student leader
Umar Khalid and PhD
scholar at the varsity
Sharjeel Imam in con-
nection with a case re-
lated to the February
communal violence in
northeast Delhi,
sources said on Friday.

The police can now
name them in their
supplementary
charge sheet, an offi-
cial said. In a late
evening statement,
the government said
that this is a purely
procedural matter,
adding that the elect-
ed government has no
role to play in this. 
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Activist-lawyer Prashant Bhushan has re-
gretted the "error" in his tweet of
October 21 in which he was criti-
cal of  Chief  Justice of  India (CJI)
S A Bobde being provided a spe-
cial helicopter by the MP govern-
ment.

On October 21, Bhushan had
said that the CJI availed the spe-
cial helicopter during his visit to
Kanha national park while "an
important case of  disqualification of  defect-
ing MLAs of  Madhya Pradesh is pending be-
fore him. Survival of  MP govt depends on
this case". However, Bhushan on November 4
regretted the error in his earlier tweet. Elec-
tions were held yesterday to seats of  defect-
ing Cong MLAs in MP who were made min-
isters in the Shivraj Govt. Survival of  Shiv-
raj govt will depend on their re-election, not

on decision of  case in CJIs court challenging
their ministership. I regret this error in my
tweet below," the lawyer tweeted. 

It is significant to note that on No-
vember 4, a bench headed by the CJI
disposed of  a plea that had raised
the issue of  pendency of  disqualifi-
cation proceedings against some
Congress MLAs who had joined the
BJP and were appointed as minis-
ters in the Chouhan government .

The plea was disposed of  after
Kapil Sibal, appearing for petition-

er Congress MLA Vinay Saxena, said that by-
polls on 28 constituencies in MP have been al-
ready held on Tuesday rendering the plea as
infructuous. 

The SC, on Aug 31, had imposed a token fine
of  one rupee against Bhushan as punish-
ment in the contempt case against him.
Bhushan was earlier convicted for two
tweets against the judiciary. 

Lalu's bail hearing
deferred to Nov 27
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The Jharkhand High Court
on Friday deferred till No-
vember 27 RJD chief  Lalu
Prasad's bail plea

hearing in a fodder scam
case related to Dumka
treasury, after the CBI
sought more time to file a
written reply in the matter.

The former Bihar CM,
convicted in four fodder
scam

cases, would be able to
walk out of  the jail if  he ac-
quires bail in the case.He
has already secured bail in
three other cases. Prasad's
family and party support-
ers were expecting his re-
lease Friday but now they
have to wait for more time.

The RJD president is in
jail in Ranchi since 2018 De-
cember. Prasad's lawyer
Kapil Sibal, who attended
the court session virtually,
said the ailing RJD chief,
currently undergoing treat-
ment at Rajendra Institute
of Medical Sciences

in Ranchi, has served
more than half  the sen-
tence that was awarded to
him in the case and urged
the court to release him on
bail.
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The military talks between In-
dia and China kicked off  once
more at Chushul in Eastern
Ladakh on Friday to resolve bor-
der dispute and start de-escala-
tion of forces as soldiers were
exposed to minus 20 degrees Cel-
sius. It is the eight Corps Com-
mander level talks between both
the countries and it began at
9.30 a.m. For the first time, Lieu-
tenant General P.G.K. Menon
will be leading the Indian mili-
tary delegates during the talks.

Earlier, he attended two such
talks but the delegation was led
by then Lieutenant General
Harinder Singh who was trans-
ferred last month to the Indian
Military Academy (IMA) where
he would be in charge of  train-
ing the future generations of
Army officers.

Joint Secretary from the Min-
istry of  External Affairs Navin
Srivastava will also be part of
the delegation.

"We have firmly stated to Chi-
na that disengagement will hap-
pen at all friction points and not
at the selected locations as they
want. Our stand is clear," said a
top government source.

In a clear message to China,
just ahead of  talks to resolve
border issue, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Thursday
that India is facing challenges
on its borders and will defend its
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity. "India is a peace-loving
country and that peace can only
be ensured through the ability
to deter war," Singh said while
speaking at a webinar celebrat-
ing the Diamond Jubilee to
mark 60 years of  the National
Defence College in Delhi.

India, China military talks begin
to resolve border dispute
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SLEEPY JOE WAKES...
Earlier in the day, he claimed he was the victim of  a na-
tionwide conspiracy to oust him from the White House.
At an official press conference, he accused the Democ-
rats of  massive ballot fraud and alleged that the elec-
tion was being stolen, a conspiracy by big tech, big
money, the Democrats and the media. He did not offer
any evidence to back his claim. Several American news
channels on Thursday evening cut off  the live telecast
of  Trump's news conference as they believed that his
allegations were without any evidence. ABC, CBS and
NBC were among those that walked out, warning view-
ers that Trump had made 'a number of  false state-
ments' that needed clarifying. Fox News and CNN, how-
ever, covered the conference in full. In a series of
tweets, Trump continued with his diatribe - attacking
social media regulation, making baseless claims of
fraud, casting doubt over several close Senate races,
and calling on the Supreme Court to intervene. Biden
decided to talk sense, realizing that a weary nation was
waiting for the farce to be over. “In America, the vote is
sacred. It's how the people of  this nation express their
will. And it is the will of  the voters, no one and not any-
thing else that chooses the President of  the United
States. So, each ballot must be counted and that's what
is going on now. And that's how it should be,” Biden
said in his address to the media in Delaware. “Democ-
racy is sometimes messy, so sometimes it requires a lit-
tle patience. But that patience has been rewarded now
for more than 240 years with a system of  governance
that has been the envy of  the world. We continue to feel
very good about where things stand,” he said. 

War with China...
His statement came amid ongoing military talks be-
tween India and China at Chushul on Friday. He was
speaking at Diamond Jubilee Webinar, 2020, organised
by the National Defence College in Delhi. However, the
CDS also pointed out that India's posturing is unam-
biguous and she "will not accept any shift in Line of  Ac-
tual Control". He also said that China's People's Libera-
tion Army is facing unanticipated consequences for its
misadventure into Ladakh because of  firm responses
by Indian forces. Further, speaking about defence coop-
eration, the CDS said that India understands the im-
portance of  leveraging defence diplomacy in building
mutual trust and partnerships with strategically im-
portant countries. He also said that in the coming years,
Indian defence industry will grow exponentially and
contribute to the overall defence preparedness. "The in-
dustry will deliver us state-of-the-art weapons and
equipment fully made in India," General Rawat said.
The officer said that as India grows in stature, security
challenges will rise proportionately. 

I-T searches on...
IT sources said a funding channel/chain is likely to be
exposed during investigation.  Mukesh’s company did
all advertisement work and ran campaign of  Congress
party in 2018 assembly elections. He also had some big
advertisement projects in Chhattisgarh during Raman
Singh led BJP government. Cash of  more than Rs 1
crore was found during search operations from these
locations. IT sources said several incriminating docu-
ments including computer hard disks, bank accounts
and jewellery are being scanned to trace tax evasion.
IT officials have hinted that transactions of  past 10
years of  these companies will be scanned. The move is
expected to bring some more people or companies in
its ambit. According to sources, Ad Company of Jains
had bagged works of  more than Rs 100 crore from state
government agency. However, the payments made to
the bank accounts of  Jains were finally transferred to
accounts of  Mukesh Shrivastava. It is said that these
funds were later transferred through hawala channels
to political leaders. In Bhopal, office of  Mukesh Shri-
vastava in Malviya Nagar and residence in Govindpu-
ra were searched. Office premises belonging to Vision
Force Company in MP Nagar and Mansarovar Com-
plex and residence of  Sanjay Pragat in Nehru Nagar
were also searched by IT teams. House and office of
Javed Mian, owner of  Bhopal Glass and Tent Stores at
Itwara Road and at Hindi Bhawan, were searched.
Some premises of  people attached directly with these
companies were also searched.   More than 150 officials
from income tax department and police personnel
were pressed into search operations in Bhopal and
Raipur. According to IT sources, these companies
bagged high value tenders from government, got pay-
ment in crores but showed nominal income from those
works by showing bogus expenses. 

Covid protocol, some dressed in PPE Kits: All IT
teams were well equipped to follow corona guidelines.
They were wearing face shields and carried bottle of
sanitisers. Some IT officials wore PPE Kit to deal with
emergency. Some places were sanitized during search
operations. 

Indore's Dr Khare in...
So far he has published 271 papers in reputed interna-
tional journals. He published his first paper in 1971 and
the latest one in 2020 covering a span of  50 years of  life.
Even today at the age of  75 years, Khare is active and
feels there is a lot to unravel with his research. Even
during lockdown, which was enforced to control coron-
avirus outbreak, Khare wrote 4 research papers which
have been published of  late. "I am a fellow of  the Indian
National science academy (INSA) and Indian Academy
of  Science, Bengaluru," Khare said.

Continued from page 1
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