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AGENCIES 
Valencia (Spain)

Forward Kevin Gameiro
said during his presenta-
tion as a Valencia CF play-
er that he expects to score
at least 20 goals this season
and to help his new team
finish higher than former
club Atletico Madrid.”For
six years I have won a title
at the end of each season
and I hope to do that at Va-
lencia CF,” the French in-
ternational said here on
Monday, reports EFE news
agency.

Gameiro won Ligue 1
with Paris Saint-Germain
and three successive Eu-
ropa League titles with
Sevilla before joining
Atletico, where he was part
of  a squad that finished
second in the Champions
League in 2016-2017 and
hoisted the 2017-2018 Eu-
ropa League trophy in
May.Atleti sent the French-
man to Valencia for a
transfer fee of  16 million
euros ($18

million).Gameiro said he
was looking forward to fac-
ing his old team in the Aug.
20 La Liga opener between
Valencia and

Atletico.Atletico finished
second to Barcelona last
season, while Valencia
were fourth.Acknowledg-
ing that he was no longer
young, the 31-year-old
Gameiro stressed his fit-
ness and his experience in
both domestic and Euro-
pean competitions.”I hope
to contribute my experi-
ence, my pace, and that all
of  that is good for the
group,” he said with his
wife and children at his
side.
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AGENCIES 
New Delhi

Indian boxers will know
their global standing from
their Asian Games show,
High Performance Direc-
tor Santiago Nieva said
today and reckoned the
draw could play a crucial
role in how well the
pugilists perform in
Jakarta.   Seven men and
three women pugilists
were given an official
send-off  by the Boxing
Federation of  India (BFI)
and Sports India ahead of
their flight for Jakarta
Wednesday. 

“Now we will know how
good we are. This will be
the test and we will know
where we stand because
some really strong coun-
tries will be there,” Nieva
said . The boxers had
accounted for five medals
— one gold and four
bronze — in the 2014 edi-
tion in Incheon, South Ko-
rea. This was way lower
than their best ever per-

formance which came in
2010, when the boxers
bagged 2 gold, 3 silver and
4 bronze medals in all.
“The draw is going to be
big and it will be certain-
ly a factor. But we have
grown enough to ensure
that it is not as big a fac-
tor. But this is not going to
be that easy,” he said. 

“We will know where we

stand on the world stage
and how we are going to
do in the world champi-
onships next year,” he
added.  The view was sec-
onded by BFI President
Ajay Singh, who remind-
ed the gathering that pow-
erhouses Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan are going to
be there. “Don’t
forget that, it is not the

Commonwealth Games.
The big countries are go-
ing to be there,” he said.
“But I nonetheless expect
every boxer to come back
with a medal, just like the
Commonwealth Games,
and make it our best ever
performance,” he added. 

The touch of  pragma-
tism could not take away
the confidence with two-

time medallist Vikas Kris-
han (75kg) — a gold win-
ner in 2010 and bronze
medallist in 2014 — declar-
ing that this was the
“most perfect team” head-
ing to the Games.  His con-
fidence is not misplaced.
The team boasts of  four
world championships
medallists — Vikas and
Shiva Thapa (60kg) among
men and Sarjubala Devi
(51kg) and Sonia lather
(57kg) — among women.
Vikas had also claimed a
gold at the Common-
wealth Games earlier this
year. 

The medallists from
this year’s Common-
wealth Games in the team
include Amit Panghal
(49kg), Gaurav Solanki
(52kg) and Manoj Kumar
(69kg). The boxing com-
petition at the Asiad is
scheduled to start from
August 24 and the Indians
are leaving slightly a
week in advance to get
themselves acclimatised
with the conditions. 

We’ll know how good we are at Asiad: Nieva Gameiro vows to score 20 goals for Valencia

AGENCIES 
Doha

Veteran Cameroon star Samuel Eto’o
has signed for Qatar league side,
Qatar Sports Club, it was announced,
just days after he ended a brief  stay at
Turkish side Konyaspor.  The former
Barcelona, Inter Milan and Chelsea
striker will be unveiled on Tuesday,
said Qatar Sports Club, the latest big-
name edition to Qatar’s domestic
league as it gears up to host the 2022
World Cup.  The club said on social
media that it would “present the in-
ternational star Samuel Eto’o” at a
press conference. It is understood he
underwent a medical earlier in the
day.  

The four-time African player of  the
year will join former colleagues in
Qatar, including ex-Barcelona team-
mate Xavi Hernandez, who plays for
Al Sadd, and Wesley Sneijder who was
at Inter with Eto’o.  In 2009, Eto’o won
the Champions League with
Barcelona playing alongside Xavi. A
year later he won the same trophy
with Inter in the same team as Snei-
jder.  The Dutchman now plays for Al

Gharafa in Qatar’s domestic competi-
tion, the Qatar Stars League.  The
signing is a coup for Qatar Sports
Club, who finished in mid-table last
season and currently have little hope
of  winning any domestic titles.

Earlier on Monday Eto’o said Ligue
1 clubs had contacted him after he an-
nounced he was leaving Turkey last
week.  The 37-year-old is now in the
twilight of  a fabulous career. He en-

joyed five hugely successful seasons
with Barcelona from 2004 to 2009, be-
fore helping Jose Mourinho’s Inter
team to win the treble of  Champions
League, Serie A and Coppa Italia titles
in his first season in Italy.  He then
had brief  stints at Chelsea and Ever-
ton in the Premier League. Eto’o also
scored 56 times for his country in 118
appearances and won two African
Cup of  Nations with Cameroon. 

Eto’o signs for Qatar league side

AGE NCIES 
Jakarta

The Indian women’s hand-
ball team began its Asian
Games campaign on a los-
ing note as it suffered a 19-
36 defeat to Kazakhstan in
their preliminary round
match here Tuesday.  The
Indian team gave a tough
fight in the first period,
trailing 13-19 but was out-

played 6-17 by its oppo-
nents in the second period
of  the Group A match. 

For India, Rimpi was the
highest scorer with eight
goals from just nine shots
while Maninder Kaur net-
ted three. Nidhi Sharma
and Ritu scored two goals
each.  For Kazakhstan,
Dana Abilda scored eight
goals while Olga Tankita

got six.  The difference in
class between the two
sides was evident as Kaza-
khstan got as many as 54
shots at goals as against 36
for India.   India will next
play Korea in their second
group match on August 16.
The Indian men’s handball
team had lost to Chinese
Taipei 28-38 in its first
group match yesterday. 

Women’s handball team 
suffers defeat to Kazakhstan

in opening match   

AGENCIES 
Chandigarh

Asian Games gold medal-
list athlete Hakam Singh
today passed away at a pri-
vate hospital in Sangrur,
Punjab.  He had been ailing
for some time and was un-
dergoing treatment for liv-
er and kidney ailments. He
was 64. Singh won gold in
20 km race walk event dur-
ing the 1978 Asiad at
Bangkok.  The Dhyan
Chand awardee had also
served as Havaldar in the 6
Sikh regiment.  Union
Sports Minister Rajyavard-
han Singh Rathore had
sanctioned financial assis-

tance of  Rs 10 lakh to the
athlete, while Punjab Chief
Minister Capt. Amarinder
Singh helped him with Rs 5
lakh.  Punjab Sports and
Youth Affairs Minister
Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi
expressed profound grief
over the demise of  Singh. 

Condoling the demise of

the athlete, Rana Sodhi
said that both Punjab as
well as the country would
remember the glorious
achievements of  Singh in
the  sporting arena.  He
termed the passing away of
Singh as end of  an era and
an irreparable loss to the
sports fraternity. 

Asian Games gold medallist
Hakam Singh passes away




