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Fukushima operators send robot into worst-hit melted reactor
TOKYO: A remote-controlled robot on Tuesday was used to probe the hardest-hit nuclear
reactor at Japan's wrecked Fukushima plant, as officials push forward with clean-up
operations that have been mired in delays and controversy. An earthquake and tsunami in
2011 unleashed a disastrous meltdown at Fukushima Daiichi's three reactors that partly sunk
their radioactive cores into the plant's concrete foundations.
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Diplomatic efforts to defuse tensions
around Ukraine continued on Tues-
day with French President Em-
manuel Macron expected in Kyiv the
day after hours of  talks with the
Russian leader in Moscow yielded
no apparent breakthroughs.
Macron is set to meet with Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
as fears of  a possible Russian inva-
sion mount. 

The Kremlin has demanded guar-
antees from the West that NATO will
not accept Ukraine and other former
Soviet nations as members, halt
weapon deployments there and roll
back its forces from Eastern Europe
- demands the US and NATO reject. 

Western leaders in recent weeks
have engaged in high-level diploma-
cy in the hope of  de-escalating the
tensions and preventing an attack. 

Macron sat down with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day for talks that lasted more than
five hours. After the long meeting,
the two leaders emphasised the need
for more talks, while also registering
their disagreements. 

Putin noted that the US and NATO
have ignored Moscow's demands,
but signalled his readiness to con-

tinue the negotiations.
He also warned that Ukraine's ac-

cession to NATO could trigger a war
between Russia and the alliance. "If
Ukraine becomes a NATO member
and moves to reclaim Crimea, Euro-
pean countries will automatically be
drawn into a military conflict with
Russia," Putin said, noting that
"there will be no winners." 

Macron said he had a "substantial,
deep" discussion with Putin, with a
focus on conditions that could help
de-escalation. "We tried to build con-
verging elements," he said. "The up-
coming days will be crucial and deep
discussions together will be need-
ed." He added that it's Europe's duty
to find a solution to try to rebuild
good-neighbourly ties with Russia.

In Washington, German Chancel-
lor Olaf  Scholz met with US Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Monday. Scholz
will also travel to Kyiv and Moscow
on February 14-15.  Biden vowed that
the Nord Stream 2 Russia-to-Ger-
many gas pipeline, which has been
completed but is not yet operating,
will be blocked "if  Russia invades,
that means tanks and troops cross-
ing the border of  Ukraine again."
The move would hurt Russia eco-
nomically but also cause supply
problems for Germany. 

Macron tries to douse Ukraine fire
French President heads to Kyiv after talks with Putin

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy (L) welcomes French President 

Emmanuel Macron before a meeting on Tuesday in Kyiv, Ukraine.

UK considers deploying fighters
to protect SE Europe: Johnson
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The UK is considering deploying
Typhoon fighters and Royal Navy
warships to protect southeastern Europe
and reinforce British battlegroup in
Estonia, UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said. "We are considering
deploying RAF Typhoon fighters and
Royal Navy warships to protect

southeastern Europe," Johnson wrote to
The Times on Monday.
The West will do more to help Ukraine
defend itself, Johnson added, noting
that the UK is preparing to reinforce the
British-led Nato battlegroup in Estonia.
"Nato allies are agreed that we are
willing to send more forces to
guarantee the security of our allies on
the eastern flank. 
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United Nations

The US and its allies clashed
with Russia and China in
UN Security Council on
Monday over usefulness and
impact of  UN sanctions,
which are currently im-
posed on countries from
North Korea to Yemen and
Congo as well the al-Qaida
and Islamic State extremist
groups and their affiliates
and supporters.

Russia's deputy UN ambas-
sador Dmitry Polyansky,
who chaired the meeting,
said many sanctions
regimes interfere with plans
for state-building and eco-
nomic development, point-
ing to Central African Re-
public and Sudan and calling
the measures on Guinea Bis-
sau "anachronistic."   

US Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield coun-
tered that sanctions are "a
potent tool" that "make it
harder for terrorists to raise
funds," and have slowed de-
velopment of  "certain capa-
bilities" in North Korea's nu-
clear and ballistic missile
programmes. 

US and Russia clash over use
and impact of UN sanctions

Dmitry Polyanskiy, first deputy permanent

representative of Russia to UN, speaks at UN

headquarters in New York City.

Sanctions also
"constrain the
resources of
those who would
spoil peace
processes,
threaten UN
peacekeepers,
commit atroci-
ties, and ob-
struct humani-
tarian assis-
tance," she said.


